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Tranafer of medAet. 1R,

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—CENTENARY
CELEZRATIONS.

Hou. 4. 1i. BROWN asked the Chiel See-
retary: 1, Have the Govermmnent allocated
any sum of woney for the celebration of
the Centenary of the State, or placed at
the disposal of the State Centenary Com-
mittee any sum for distribution ameng
various distriets! 2, If so, what is the
amount? 3, How much of the amwount has
been allotted to the Kalgoorlie Municipal
ityt

The CILEF SKECRETARY replied: 1.
The Government have allocated the sum of
£20,000 to be spent in the suitable cele-
Lbration of the Centenary of the State. Ar-
rangements are in the hands of an execn-
tive committee appointed by the Govern-
ment. No allocation to districts has been
wade. 2 and 3, Answered by 1

' ASSENT TO BILL.
Message from the Governor received and
vead notifying assent to the Supply Bill
(No. 1) £1,900,000.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR WORKS.

Report of Sir Alerander Gibb
aid Partners.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have hare
the report of Sir Alexander Gibb and
Partners on the Fremantle Harbour Works.
I have been asked by the MMinister for
Works to inform the House that the re-
port was reeeived yesterday afternooen, but
there was only one copy. He has had type-

[COUNCIL.)

written copies made, one for each House.
There are many plans but they have to be
copied. They will be submitted ta the Gov-
ernment Printer without delay, and not only
will the report be printed and distributed
amougst members, but the plans will be
treated in the same way.

The Chief Secretary laid the report on
the Table.

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.

Twelfth Day.—Conclusion.
Debate resnmed from the previous day.

HON. C. B, WILLIAMS (Scuth) [4.35]:
Let me join with other members in con-
gratulating you, Sir, upon the services you
renilered the State while you were in tne
Uld Country, Probably 1 would not have
spoken upon the Address-in-reply were it
not that you, Sir. had oecasion to stop
me from interjecting, and in consequence it
might look like cowardiee if I refrained
from speaking. Let me say 1 represent a
provinee thal is just as mueh an ugricul-
tural distviet a5 are other provinees repre-
sented by Country Party members here, My
province is fast becoming a farming consti-
tuency, and therefore it is my interest to see
that the people of the province, primary
prodoncers, get a fair deat from the Govr-
ernment.

Hon. C. F. Baxter interjected.

Hou. C. B. WILLIAMS: I have already
got that knowledge, but have applied it in
a much more useful way than do sume
members whe appear to me to be always
carping. They get from the State better
treatment for the industry they represent
than is secured for any other industry, and
yet they are never satisfied. One of the
little tronbles I have got into oecurred
when Mr. Stewart was referring to some-
thing the Governinent had done at Wagin.
They had built a hospital and provided a
water supply, but just because the Gov-
ernment had not previously get authority
from Tarliament he was pot satisfied that
his Wagin constituents had got something
from the Government, That is what [ wns
referring to when I interjected at the hon.
member. Probably the interjection was
not very pertinent, and prohably it did not
show much sense, but what I said was
that the law was always an ass. Then the
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hon. member, addressing bhimself to 1we,
anked did I believe in obeying the law ¥ ke
remarked that perhaps I did not believe in
vhserving the law. I then said, ‘'Only
when it suits me—the same as you.’' The
newspaper that is the official organ of
the Counilry D'arty eould not be fair en-
ough to print the words as they were ul-

tered. o muech for the Country Party’s
cause. If their camse is misconstrued as
much as their newspaper misconstrued

those few remarks, then it is time the
party changed the editor of the paper, or
the staff, or perhaps some of their mem-
bers in Parlinmeni. The newspaper said
that Mr. Stewart was speaking of strikes
when [ interjected. He was speaking of
nothing of the sort; he was speaking of
certain acts of the (overnment, and ques-
tioning whether they were lawtul. I do
not know whether Mr. Stewart was instru-
mental in securine that advertisement in
the newspaper to help along his eause, hut
I take this opportunity to say that “Han-
~ard’" shows that when [ interjected T was
referring, not to strikes, but to nnother
matter altomether. Now [ wish to allude
to the conditions of the working man and
tn some of the vemarks made about the
high eosi of living, and the allegedly bhigh
wages paid to the workers. [ was working
in en industry until lueky enough to get
away from it. 1t was a primary industry,
mold mining, and T am sorry to zay thal,
Judging by their remarks, some members
of the House evidently do not know the
conditions under whick work in this State
is earried on. References have been made
to pieee work. Mr. Miles said it

was a guestion whether work should
not be piece work. Evidently he did
not take fime to look around and

see what operations in this State are car-
ried on by piece work. He referred to the
coal miners, and by interjection I corrected
him, telling him that coal miners were on
piece work. About 8 per cent. of the
operations in a gold mine are carried out
by piece work. Wages paid in zold min-
ing affert only the surface workers and
those on the plant. The underground work-
ings and the handling of firewood are both
done by piece work. I mention that to
draw attention to the fact that members
of Parlianment are regavded as important
citizens, and when they maoke ineorreet
statements about industrial  conditions
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people outside do not think oo highly
of the calibre of those wmemhers who
do not know the conditions under which
work in this State is carried on. Uneo
ean go intp  any mdning  industry,
whether it be coal or gold, and he will
find that 80 per cent. of the operations
are carried on by piecc work. Then roads
and bridges work, too, is in some measure
piece work. Bo, too, with the eclearing of
railway tracks, where the work is done by
contract. 1| am speaking as a one-time or-
ganiser of a union and in consequence, I
know a little about that work. When a
member gets up here and says that in
this State piece work is not carried on to
any extent, he is not stating what is strictly
troe.

Hon, G. W, Miles: Is not the policy of
the Labour Purty day labour?

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: Yes, that is cor-
rect. But the Labour Party are no differ-
ent from other people. In rome ecirenm-
stances they find that perhaps the super-
vision ot certain work would be too costly.
Probahly the isolation of the distriet does
ot warrunt a stafl of supervisors, ami <o
the system adopted in that isolated distriet
i~ piece work. That is done even now. [
wished to vefer briefly to that phase of the
question, because I think when cverything
is said and done our State is one of the
most prosperous in the Commonwealth,
Most of our troubles do not originate with
the working man; in faet most of them
originate with the ecity landlords and the
high «ost of properties in Perth. That is
the greatest factor in foreing up the cost
of production and the eost of living; it is
& grenter factor than anything that ean be
laid to the door of the working map. Owm
trade has to go through so many hands,
throngh so many commercial travellers, that
in consenuence the people represented by
Mr. Baxter, Mr. Stewart and others, the
primary producers, have to pay a high
price for all their requisites, During the
12 months T have been here I have come to
the conelusion tlat in the view of some
members there is only one set of primary
producers in this State, namely farmers.
Some members have got inte that way of
thinking and they can think nothing beyond
it. T eau only say I thank the Lord that
in this State, at =ll events, the farmery
party will never have the reins of govern-
ment. If the legistation of the -Common.
wealth Government, of which the Country
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Party has for some time been a part, is a
snmple of the kind of thing we are o ex-
pect, and the financial position of the Com-
nwnwealth is also » type of the thing we
ire to expect from these peaple, let us hope
that the electors of Western Anstralia will
retain the present Government in office for
the vest of their lives. I have read most
of {he speeches of hon. members. It ap-
pears from these that the State has pro-
wressed fairly well. Very little by way of
honest ¢riticism has been put forward by
opponents of the present Government. All
they can find to talk abont is the 44-hour
week in the railwey service and the grant-
ing of long service leave.

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenoom: And the
deficit,

Hon. C. B. WILLLAMS: I am sure the
deficit does not worry the hon. member any
more than it dves me. I do not know
whether it worries oue per cent, of the
taxpayers of the State because they do nol
kuow anything about it. All they want to
know is tbat they are able to live in fairly
decent eireumstances, ean get fair interest
on their money if they have any, and are
able to get a fair living.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: There ave
many people who do not pay any taxes.

Hon. €. B, WILLIAMS: I do not bother
about the deficit. 1 should like to sve the
Giovernment go auother two millions behind
<0 long as they provided work, and allowed
posterity to pay for the benefits that this
wmoney would confer npon the State.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I do not know whers
you would finish up; probably in the bank-
ruptey court.

Hon, €. B. WILLIAMS: I have yet to
learn that the Commonwenlth Government
are really vut of the bankruptey eourt.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Let us drink and be
merry for to-morrow we die.

Hon. (. B. WILLIAMS: Exactly. The
pioneers of Western Australia did not
worry much about how those who eame atter
them were to vepay the loans that were raise
for the ecarly development of the Srate.
They did not concern theme<elves ahont who
was to pay for the poldfields water «upply,
or the unproductive railway to the moldfields
in the early days. They were prepared at
that {ime to camble on the future,

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is al) paid for

now,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: It ha- been paid
for because of the fore<ight of the mun who
built the railway.

Hon. 8ir Edward Wirtencom: The gold-
fields water =cbeme was paid for out uf a
sitking fund.

Hon. C. B. WILLEAMS: Tt was paid for
because the goldfield: went ahead, as well
as the farming areas which drew water from
the scheme, and assisted in finding the money
to repay the capital cxpenditure. I admit
thut the Government have spent a lot of
money in the Esperance distriet in providing
waler supplies, dams. ete. Unfortnnately,
tor the last two years the dams have nof
filled up properly owing to the lack of wut-
ficient rain. I trust that the Government
will als¢ provide emough mauney tor the
clearing of u greater amount of catchment
around those areas, so that eoven with
a slight shower there will be a chance of
some water running into them. More land
should be cleared around those places.

Hon. ¢. F. Baxter: What do yon mean
by more clearing ¥

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: I mean to burn
off the timbey and wmake a greater area
available for eatchment porposes?

Hon. C. . Baxter: Tt is fatal to remove
timber from catechment areas.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: TUnder present
conditions, a slight shower will not cause
water to rnn into the dawms beeause of the
trees and serub.  Money should be made
available to provide more catchment areas
so that with every little shower some water
can be conserved. I do not think the dams
will rateh snuch rain under pre<ent con-
ditions. The settlers have had a hard time
for three years, but this sezson promises to
be # good one. The Agricultural Bank has
gone to their assistanve in n reasonable
way in cases where the settlers have heen
worthy of help. The storekeepers, liowever,
have suffered a good deal of hardship. I do
not know whether the (iovernment intend to
asrist the settlers to wet food, otherwise some
of the storckeepers are liable to go hank-
mpt. At all events, ther will have to stop
snupplies unless payinent is gnaranteed. Prob-
ahly by the end of this season they will be
able to get out of the mire. Reference has
heen made to the Workers' Compen-ation
Act. Some 12 months ago Mr. Seddon pro-
eured on amendment to that Aet. At the
time he wondered whether it wonld have a
detrimental effert in conneetion with the
mining indastry. We hear a lot ahout
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workers’ compen:ation, and the premiuma
charged Ly 1he insuranre companies in the
Metropolitan area and in the timber dis-
tricts. On the goldfields the worker pays
72s. a year for medical treatment whether
he likes it or not. Should he get hurt he
is covered by the State Insurance Office and
receives half wages, or whatever it is, un-
til he has reeovered. The State Insurance
Ortice has to pay nothing for medical or
hospifal expenses, for these are already pro-
vided for. Whatever may be said ahout the
ramificattons of insurance in Perth, and the
caarge for medical and hospital expenses,
similar statements cannot apply to Kalgaor-
li«, Gwalia, or I think the Murchison Gold-
fields. The men there pay for their own
medical and hospital expenses, and the in-
surance people have not to contribute one
peuny towards them. The amendment to
which I have referred, and which must have
been  accented  hy  the  Government,
har  had »  detrimental effect upon
muers who have heen stricken down with
lung disease. Before that amendment was
made, some hardship existed, but it was
overcome. 1 know of two men who were
turned down, suffering from 30 per cent.
silteosis and 50 per cent. from some other
eomplication. For some time the insurance
preople wonld nol pay those men, but even
tually thev were paid the amount provided
hy the Act, viz., £750,

Hon. H. Seddon :
his money yet?

Hon. C. B, WILLTAMS: I cannot say.
If the hon. member says not T am prepaved
to believe him.

Hon. H. Seddon: He lias not received it.

Hon, C. B. WILLIAMS: Davies had 10
per cent. of silicosis and should have re-
ceived something. Tnder the Act as
amended by the hon. member, the insurance
people are paving as low as 5 per eent. A
man named (George Shelly was said by the
medieal board to be unfit for work, and only
5 per cent. of his disahility was said to bhe
due to mining. In actual fact he had
worked in the mining industry for over 40
vears. Despite that he was paid only £37
10s.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That was £37 10s.
more than some others were able to get.

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: If the Act bad
remained as it was, probably he would bave
received £750.

Hon. H. Seddon: Davies got nothing.

Has Davies received
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Hon, C. B. WILLIAMS: The people be-
hind him had not enough go about them to
suminon the insuranee people in order to
make a test case of it. Tf the test en<e had
been suecessful justice wonld have heen done
in other instanees.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That is the way the
State Insurance Oftice treats its elient=.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: T hold no brief
for that office. I think they are just as big
thieves as the other people. I am not zoing
to camouflage that office in any way.

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenoom: They are
worse,

Hon, . B. WILLIAMS: I do not say
they are worse. I do not think they can be
worse. I have had ample experience in deal-
ing with compensation cases as organiser for
my union, and know a good deal about both
the State and private offices. The State office
has advantages over the private companies
with regard to the examination of men en-
gaged in mining. Tt has a Government
laboratory behind it, and statisties that the
private companies are unable to seeure.

Hon. C. ¥, Baxter: Those are not all the
advantages by a long way.

Hon C. B. WILLIAMS: It is the main
advantage. I join issue with the State Acci-
dent [nsurance Office. I claim that the State
office, so far as safferers under the third
schedule are concerned, men suffering from
lung disease, is Just as avaricious and as
thieving as the other people. [ ean prove
that statement.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: I hope the Chief
Secretary will reply to that.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I cannot help
what my Leader says. If he tells the truth
he will not disagree with what I am going to
say. The State office endeavours to take
7 per cent. from a man, who is seeking a
lump sum settlement under the third sche-
dule, as cdiscount for c¢ash. The magistrate
who heard a case recently in RKalgoorlie
said: “The value of this money to vou peo-
ple is 4 per cent," and he would allow only
+ per cent. The State Insurance Oflive was
not satisfied, A further ease was brimight
before the magistrate, and his reply was
“Yon are only wasting my time and the
applicant’s time. I have just given a deei-
sion that 4 per cent. is the valne of the
money and I will not give any more.” The
representative of the insurance office asked
me across the table—I was representing the
man in question—if I would compromise



430

with 5 per cent., and I told him not to be
foolish. I said I took the view that no per-
centage ought to be deducted.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Why did you take up
that attitude?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS : Because the
poliey of the Labour Party has always been
that there should be no deductions for a cash
settlement when a man’s health is at siake.
The law as disclosed in the second
schedule of the Aet savs that when
a man loses a toe or a finger he
shall recelve a certain specified sum.
When, however, it is a qunestion of
a man who has 12 or 18 wonths to live
the law says he can only get £750 less the
cvash value of the money. I disagree with
that and take this opportunity publiely of
voieing my opinion. I know of men who
have settled on that basis. The State In-
suranee Office has tried to get 7 per cent. off
and the magistrate has awarded 4 per eent.
I would say again that the State Insuranee
Office has the advantage of avoiding any
expenditure for medical fees. It is not likely
ever to be obliged to find such feez. Not
satisfied with having cscaped from that
liability, the State oflice wishes to take a per-
centage from the claimant because he is
heing paid in cash, The man who loses the
joint of a toe or a finger receives a certain
amount in cash settlement, but the man
who has 18 months to live, and wishes
to get the cash in order to set up
his family in some kind of business, has to
seftle on the basis of a ecash discount.
That is ngninst the policy of the Labour
Government and the sooner it is abolished
the heiter. Regarding settlements outside
that, 1 have o werunents acnjnel the Sials
insurapee people. T have heard it said that
the State Insurance Department is earried
on illegaly. That may he =o.

Ilon. ¥. H.
dispute that.

Hon. ¢. B. WILLIAMS: T am not geing
to yunarrel abeut it, if it is correet. I have
heen led to helieve that the reason for the
existence of the State Insurance Depart-
ment was the high quotations of the private
emapanices for the insurance of miners, and
that if the State had not gone to the assist-
anee of the industry by rreating the State
TDepartment, it would have meant the di-
ference between profit and loss so far as
many of the mines were concerned, and
they wonld have closed down,

Harris:  Yon would not

[COGNCIL.)

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: You are
wrong; the State wanted to close down the
private companies.

Hon. . B. WILLIAMS: Probably the
hon, member is right; I will not argue with
him. Ail 1 know is that it would not have
been possible for the mining industry to
cirry the burden that would have been im-
posed by the private companies. The com-
panics would have had to ent down their
grade of ore and the mines would have been
sulvaged probably much quieker. I trust
the Government will amend that part of the
Statute so that when a man seeks a lump
sum sclflement be will met it withont any
deductions, 1 trust also there will be an
ameudment of that part of the Act that
allows the Medieal Board to say that if a
man, after having been in the mining indus-
try for 40 vears, is wuffering from only five
per cent. of dust, lie gets only £37 10s.

Hoen. H. Seddon: Will vou support an
amemiment to intraduce the South Afriean
srheme?

Haon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I will supporr
anything that will improve the legistation. |
ain satisfied the Chief Secretary will replv
to that phase of the question. I hope the
Government will do something to help alonyg
those men who have given their lives to the
mining industry and who, on fnishing, fin-l
they ean get no compensation. The State
ix bearing the borden by taking men out
of the mines in the way thev are doing, If
T go to the laboratory, having made up my
mind that it is time I got out of the in-
dustry, T secure a dust certificate and go
along to the doctor who says, “You have
only five per cent. or ten per cent. of dust.”
How on earth he arrives at the quantity of
dust T de not know.

Hon. J. R. Brown: He weighs it.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Then if I ean
only get five or ten per cent. of compensa-
tion, what happens to me? Naturally, T
try to carry on; my mates perhaps will
help me to carry on. Still, the time will
come when T develop tuberculosis and T an
tarned down. The State then withdraws
me from the mine and I bhecome 2 pen-
sioner on the State. T get a very reasonabln
pension, T admit, and thai 1~ just u< it
chondd be.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Unfortunately the
pensioner does not live long enough to en-
joy it.

Hon. €. B, WILLIAMS : That is the hard
part af it. When dusted, 2 man is given
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the oppurtunity to get out with ordinary
miners’ complaint or silicosis and then he
may live 10 or 12 years or longer, but if
ke has no chanee of getting compensation,
so as to enter upon a different kind of em-
ployment, he bas no alternative but to con-
tinne work as a miner, and in most cases
his mates carry him on. Perhaps they work
a bit harder to keep him going until, ag 1
have already snid, he develops tuberculosis.
Then instead of being u eharge on the State
insurance fund, he heromes a charge on the
State. I was always given to understand
that when exawinations were made of men
periodically it was with a view to withdraw-
inz dusted men from the mines.

Hon. H. Seddon: The Minery’ Phthisis
Aet does not provide for that.

Hon, C. B. WILLIAMS: That is the un
fortunate part of it, and the State has tu
hear the burden. The Government did start
on vorrect lines and spent a large sum of
money. They actually placed on the land a
namber of men with dust certificates, about
100 altogether, and those men who are in
the Southern Cross district received finaneial
assistanee to the extent of about £1.500.

Hon. H. Seddon: That is not provided
for in the Aet

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: No. The men
did not receive compensation, but the Gov-
ernment went to their assistanee in the way
I have stated. I have nothing more to say
except that 1 support the motion.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hou.
W. H. Kitvon—West) [58]: It will no
donht be gralifying to you, Mr. President,
to know that your activities in the Old
Country were noted with a considerable
amount of pleasure by members of this
Chamber, and that all were glad io know
that you had the hest interests of the State
at heart, and that you tuok every possible
opportunity to bring Western Australia and
the Commonwealth under the notive of
the world in general. Wg are pleased te see
vou back and I hepe that on your reiurn
vou found everything as satisfactory as youn
expected. _As usual, the debate on the
Address-in-reply has touched npon a large
number of subjects, and it will be my duty
to endeavour to reply to some of the ques-
tions that have been raised. The snbjects
most frequently dealt with ean be redueed
to three, firstly the finances of the Siate,
serondly the guestion of unemployment, and
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thirdly the finances of the railways. Many
of the other matters touched upon particu-
laxly atfeet National polities, sueh matters
as the Tariff and so on. 1 de not propose
to deal with any of those subjects except to
sny that what bas been said by members in
respeet of those matters has, without dounbt,
rome hearing on the position in whick we
tind vwrselves, financially and in other ways.
Mr. Mann made referenve to the fourist
rexorts and alluded particularly to Cave
House, That establislunent happens to come
within iy Jurisdietion and [ have to say
that the hon. member’s criticism was in the
main vorrect. While we are desirous of
providing the hest possible necommodation
at Cave House at all times of the year, we
are not in a position to spend a large sum
of money at the present juncture in mak-
ing extensions, either to that or any other
similar establishment, nainly becsuse there
are more deserving demnands for the expen-
diture of money, and in directions of & de-
velopmental charaeter. Me. Mann also
stated that the Government were not doing
suflicient to proteet the tourist resorts tor
the angler in the way of prevenling ner
fishing. I believe the Fisheries Department
have been particularly active during the last
yeur or two in the Lest interests of the fish-
evies 0of the State. In most of the toorist
resorls we have closed the walers to net
tishing and it will be admitted it is hardly
pos:ible to do more. There is another phase
we must consider and it is the fish supply
for the people generally, I am afraid that
il we were to fall into line with the requesis
of many people and close the whole of the
waters against pet tishing in the vicinity of
our tourist resorts, the supply of fish to
the people of the State would be consider-
ably ditninished. For many years the fishery
resources of the Commonwealth have been
ueglected, but now if appears that much
more interest is being taken in and much
wore importance is being attached to the
industry. At last efforts are being made by
which it is hoped fish supplies will be made
available to the people in much larger quan-
tities than in the past, and certainly at a
much lower price. KRecently I attended a
Commonwealth fisheries conference in the
East, and I was interested to find that New
South Wales has no fewer than 18 trawlers
operating off its coast. As a result of their
operations the fish supplies in that State
have been largely increased while the priee
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of certain varieties of lish has been much
reduced. I was pgratified to observe that
there is every probsbility of the industry
being extended. It is a most valuable in-
dustry, employving quite a large number of
people. [ am hopeful that in the near
future it will be extended even to Western
Australia.

Hon. A. J. H. Baw: Is it paying its way
in New South Wales.

The HONORARY
doubtedly it is.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: For a long time it
was uot paying.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member is referring to a period when in-
investigations were being carried out. The
people now controlling the industry in New
South Wales ave reaping the benefit of the
investigations and experimenis carried out
whep the industry was under the control of
the Government. Those investigations have
imnade it possible for private individuals to
enter the industry with the suceess they have
achieved. The first trawler Lo operate on
our coast was expeeted to arrive heve to-day.
In the near future a local company will be
operating off our coast by means of the
trawler brought out from the Old Country.
There have heen developments also in other
branches of the industry in this State. A
company is operating ou the North-West

MINISTER : Un-

coa-t fishing for sharks. 1 understand
that it is doing very well and that
the promofers are quite satisfied with
the progress made. Another company

proposes fo start operations in the near
future to deal with other marine pro-
duets including sharks and turtles. 1 be-
lieve the necessary capital has already been
ruized and that within a few months a start
will s made. A large company—an all-
Australian company—is being formed with
a capital of £730,000 to carry on the whaling
industry at Point Cloates in eonjunction
with operations off the cnast of the Eastern
States and in the Antarctie Ocean. Broadly
speinking, therefore, there has been quite a
considerable development of the fishery re-
sonrees of this State. Mr. Mann drew a com-
parizon between the position in Western Aus-
tralin and that in Vietoria. I referred his re-
marks to the Chief Inspector of Fisheries in
ovder that I might confirm what T considered
were the real facts, and I found that all
had said previonslv was correet. We in
Western Australia, unfortunately, have very
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few sireams such as there are in Victoria,
suitable for the elass of fish the hon. mem-
ber saw being caught over there. At the
same time the local position could be im-
proved somewhat provided we had a batch-
erv where trout, either of the rainbow or
brawa variety, might be hatched, and used to
stoek one or two of our streams. I suppose
£500 would be sufficient to provide & hatch-
ery, hut the money is not available for the
purpose, and it will be some time before any-
thing can he done in the way of stocking
streams suitable for such fish as trout. The
hon. member also criticised the amount of
money spent by the Government each year
in endeavouring to attract tourist traffie to
the State. Apparently he was net quite
seized of the whole of the facts. He sug-
pested that the amount of money spent by
the depariment was very small, running into
about £150 only. In the vear the Labour
Party took office the estimates of expendi-
ture for the Tourist Burean were £1,526.
For the current financial vear the estimates
are £2121. In addition a publicity oftice
has been establi-hed and the salavies for the
staff approximate £500 a year. TIu accor-
danee with the general prineiple of Govern-
ment accounting. the eost of printing and
photography iz charged not against the
Tourist Burean, hnt against the Printing
Oftice.  During the Jlast fnancial vear
£2,178 was spent in that direction. Much
special centenary matter has been published
during the vear and a history of the
State, compiled for publicity purposes, has
been issued at cost of upwards of £3,000.
Publications are issued by the State and
made auvailable at the tonrist bureaux of the
Bastern States. We also have quantities of
snitable literature placed on steamers eall-
ing at Colomho, and we are endeavouring to
arrange for a similar serviee at South Afri-
can ports. These services are performed
without expenditure. When Mr, Mann knows
the full extent of the expenditure ineurred
and the resulis it is producing, he will he
quite satisfied that, taking all the faets into
consideration, we are doing as niuch as we
can reasonably be expected to do. Mr.
Nicholson touched on quite a number of
matters and T propose to refer to one or
two of them. First of all he criticised the
statement appearing in the Speech that the
(tovernment considered the finances of the
State were in a satisfactory condition. Mr.
Nieholson gave us to understand that from
his point of view they were anything hut
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satistactory. He also stated what he deeme:l
to be the reasons why they were unsatistac-
tory, and he said he thought he could indi-
cate ways and means by which the position
cvuld be materialy improved. Mr. Nichol-
son was not alone in his contentions to that
effect. Several other memt ers made similar
statements, but in very few instanees did they
offer any criticism that would indieate to the
Treasurer just how the financial position
might be improved. It is admitted that, if
we do not take into consideration the amount
of £350,000 in the suspense uccount, there
was a defieit for the last financial vear. 1
listened with considerable interest to the
speech of Mr, Seddon, He showed that he
had given eonsiderable study to the financial
aspect and his deductions were partien-
larly interesting. Very often things may ap-
pear on the surface to be quite salisfactory.
but there are ather considerations that have
to be taken into account. We can at least
claim that the finanees of Western Austra-
lia are in a condition quite as geod as, if
not better than those of any of the other
States of the Comumonweslth.

Hon. H. Seddon: That is not saying
mueh,

The HONORARY MINTSTER: 1 think
it is saying a good deal for Western Austra-
lia, because there is not a Stuie of the Com-
monwealth that is faced with the prob-
lems that confrent us. Al tbe other
States have reached a stage when onc
can fairly claim that their country is de-
veloped.

Hon, E. H. Haris: Du you include
South Australia?
The HONORARY MINISTER: Sonth

Australia 1s developed to a much greater
extent than is Western Australia. I would
apply my remarks to all the other States
of the Commonwealth. Bearing in mind the
rapid progress being made by this State
and the comparatively small population it
has to deal with the many problems of
development, I think we have done remark-

ably well. We are feeling some of
the effects of the bad seasons ex-
perienced in the other Staies. Bad sea-

sons there have affected the unemployment
problem and the amount of money avail-
able from private sourees for development
work in this State. In other ways, also,
we are feeling the effects of the bad times
through which the other States have passed
It should be borne in mind that while we
did not have what might be termed a bad
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season, our harvest fell a loug way short
ol expectations. Perhaps as a result of ¢that
and of the falling prices for wheat and
wool, there has not been in eirculation the
ammount of money ihat we werve reasonably
Justitied in especting to bhe available 12
months ago. All these things, of course,
have a cumulative effect, and we are to-
day feeling the results of them. 1 was
much interested in Mr. Nicholson's remarks
on the Railway Department. The hon.
member secmed to think that all that was
necessaty wns for our department to
take a leaf out of the book of the London
and North-Western ratlway and to follow
that undertaking’s example and the
imethods it had adopted in the endeavour
to raise new revenne, wherenpon all would
he well with our railway service. [ fear
it would he most difficult for us to apply
to our serviee the remedies that were. ap-
plied to the T.ondon and North-Western
railway and other railways at Home. The
sets of eonditions operating are utterly dif-
ferent. While I do not hold that there is
no room for improvement anywhere in our
service, I certainly think there is muech of
which we have reason to be proud in that
service. The faet that our deficit on rail-
way working last year was only £179,000
i= to the eredit of the rauilway service
Other Australian railway services have
shown considerably larger deficits.  The
vear previons, [ believe, ours was the only
service in the Commonwealth to make ends
meet. Remembering the huge mileage we
have, and the large mileage running into
country quite recently opened up, it speaks
extraordinarily well for the management of
the railwavs that they ecould, in the cir-
cumstances existing last year, produce the
results they did. Mr. Nicholson has taken
the Premier to task for a statement made
in regard to the reason for the falling off
in the railway revenne. Other hon. mem-
bers also have tried to make capital out
of the fact that His BExcellency’s Speech
refers to the cirenmsiance that the in some
respects disappointing harvest was respon-
sible for a reduction in the revenue of the
Railway Department. Personally I see
nothing wrong with that statement. On
the contrary, I regard it as absolutely cor-
rect. Hon. members who have eriticised
it have not closely examined it, and do not
know what it really means. Certainly the
statement was not that the loss on the
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railways was caused altogether by the fact
of the reduced harvest. The statement
werely was that a reduction in railway re-
venne was thus bromght about. That is
yuite correct. There can he no argument
to the contrary, and I do not think
any hon. member really wishes to eontradict
the statement. Undoubtedly, bad the har-
vest come up to expectations, the revenue
trom carringe of wheat on our railways
wonld have been cousiderably larger than
it was. In many other ways, too, would
the railway revenne have been iIncreased,
inusnuuch as there would have been more
muney speat in other directions: and the
more money there is spent by the people
the more additional freight is there on goods
sent into the country as the result of the
increased spending power. I was so much
interested in the eriticism offered regarding
the Railway Department that I went to
the trouble of having certain figures pro-
duced, figures which to my way of thinking
are highly illuminating, Mr. Hamersley, for
instance, said he could not understand why
there was a deficit on our railway workine.
The houn. member said that wheat was the
best freight the railways had, and that the
railways should have shown big profits—I
think those were his actual words. The
figurer as disclosed by a retwrn which I
called for are iluminating in that regard.
They show that wheat is certainly one of
the biggest factors so far as railway revenue
is concerned, in that the total quantity of
wheat carried and the distance it is hauled
mean a very fair propoition of the
total freizhts earned by the =ystemn. I
find that while wheat may he a very
good freight from the point of view
that the railways handle it in  train-
loads rather than in truckloads or in
small quantities, nevertheless it is carried ai
such a rate that if it were charged the ordi-
nary average rate per ton-mile--and that
is the only way one rcan arrive at a
fair eowparison—it would mean that the
railways would reeeive in revenue for the
transport of wheat a sum of money equal to
over £700,000. I venture to say that if one
makes a comparison on that basis—the onls
basis on which a comparison ean be made
fairly—one obtoius figures which are sowme-
what astennding. Tt would be just as well,
prrhaps, if T gave the House the benefit of
the fignres which have been compiled on that
hasis. 1 merely give them for the informa
tion of hun. wembers, but I think they show
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that ovur Western Awustralian railways are
giting to our farwers and our primary pro-
dueers gwenerally o concession which is not
equalled in any other part of the world. I
helieve there is ne section of any commun-
ity receiving a convession of the game value
a< the furming community of Western Aus-
tralia receives hecause of the freight rates
charged to them for the carriage of their
wheat and their fertiliser.

Hon, G. W. Miles: What is the differ-
vnce hetween rates here and the rates in
the Eastern States?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I ean
mive that information too. It also is mest
illuminating, The receipts per ton-mile for
all goods for the past financial year were
1.71d., and at this rate the loss on the
working of the railways was £179,000. The
average receipts per ton-mile for wheat and
superphosphate were 1,04d. and .54d. re-
speetively, Had these two commodities been
varried at the average rate, namely 1.71d.
per ton-mile, the earnings, compared with
those actoally received, would have been as
follow: :—Wheat, ton-miles hauled 122,744,
031, earnings actually received <£531,317,
earnings at 1.71d. per ton-mile £874,552;
fertiliser, ton-miles hauled 41,034,210, earn-
ings actually received £92,509, earnings at
1.71d. per ton-mile £292,369; giving totals
of earnings actually received £623,826 as
against £1,166,921 which would have been
reerived at the average rate per ton-mile.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is not a fair
vompurison. If you took the whole of the
rated, the average would be down, taking
wheat and super.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I say
this {s the only fair comparison that ean be
made,

Hon, . W. Miles: It is the most unfair
contparison yon c¢an put up.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It will be
seent from what T have just stated that had
the average rate—I am speaking of the ave-
rage rate—

Hon. G, W. Miles: But if you added the
other =oods at higher rates, the average
would bhe down. The comparison is most
unfair,

The HONORARY MINISTER: From
tine Dipgures I Lave quoted 1L will be seen that
il the average rate of freight been ap-
plierl to wheat and snperphosphate, the in-
cregse 1n varnings would bave been about
£343,000.

Hom, (¢, W. Miles: That is ridiculous.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: The
hon. member can say if is ridiculoms.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I do say it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I put
this forward as being a statement of faet.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It is not a statement
of faet. 1t is a mis-statement.

The PRESIDENT; Order!

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am
putting these figures forward as represent-
ing faets, and I maintain that there is nv
other basis on which one ean make the com-
parison. The figures disclose that owing to
the low raotes charged on wheat and fertil-
iser——of which I do not complain—the rail-
way service of Western Australia is sof-
fering a handicap which takes the form of
& concession.

Hon. J. Fwing: What do the other States
charge?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I shal
come to thal in u munent.

Hon. J. Cornell: Is not the freight on
wheat low becanse of the large turnover in
compari<on with other goods ?

The HONORARY MININTHER: oF
course. .And nof ouly that, but it is Tow
bevanse we arc endeavouring to afford the

primary producers of this State every facil-
ity Tor getting their product to wnarket at
the cheapest possible rate. T put forward
these hgures as showing thai beeanse of
that poliey lthe railways are charging Treight
rates for wheat and superphosphate whirh
have iudeed a great influence on the finan-
¢ial positiom of the department at the close
of any year.

Hon, J. Ewing: [t is a good poliey.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Certain-
lv. However, these facls cannot be denied.
As to the rate on fertiliser, ours is the
cheapest in Australia. The average distance
the vommodity was hanled during the 12
months ended on the 30th June last was
159 miles. The ratex applicable 1o the vari-
ous wheat-producing States for that dis-
1ance ave as follows:—Western Australia
5s. 4d., South Australia 11s. 8d., Vietoria
7s. 4d., New Sonth Wales 8s. There again
I say that the policy which the present Gov-
ernment, and other Governments, and also
our railway service bave adopted is one of
assisting the primary producers; and main-
Iy hecause of that fact we find that after a
season such as that of last year our railway
serviep 1s unable to make ends meet.

Ilon. J. Ewins: [t was a good season.
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Hon. V. Hamersley: The depariment
made ends meet a few years ago.

The HONQORARY MINISTER: Yes,
when conditions were totally different irom
those of last ycar. Let me give some more
higures dealing with wheat. Our average
hanl of wheat is 142 wmiles, aud the rates
vperating in the various States for that
ilistance are—\Western Australia 12s. 4d.,
South Auslralia 1l4s. 11d., Vivloria 1ls.
10d., New South Wales 1d45. The Victorian
charge is 11s. 1M, as against ours of 12s.
4d.

Fon. J. Cornetl: Will the Minister quote
the haulage distance in cach case!

The HONORARY MINISTEL: I have
not the table here, bnt in each vase the
same effect is apparent.

Fon. J. Cornell: Vietoria has the shori-
est average haul.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Here
in Western Australia the average hanl is
142 miles. JFor the same distance the
charge in Vietoria is 11y, [0d,, as against
Western JMAustralin’s 122, 4d.; in other
words, the Victorian charge is Gd. per ton
cheaper, [t lLas to be remembered, how-
ever, that in Vietoria the (iovernient sub-
sidise the railway system to the extent of
approximately 10 per cent. on agriecultural
rates,  Therefore the comparable figure
would be 13s,, in licu of 1l1s. 10d. I sub-
it those ligures in all sincerity.

ton, H. Seddon: They are good tigures.

The HONORARY MINISTER: They
are. As a matter of fact, I could have
added considerably to those ligures becanse
[ have taken mueh interest in this yues-
ilon during recent months. [ find that we
in Western JAnstralia ave entitled to a cex-
tain amount of consideration because of
the fact that we are endenvouring to do so
much to foster those primary industries
npen whieh, hon. members decluire, the
prosperity of the State depends. When
hon, members eriticise the Governuient be-
cause the railways showed a loss of £170,-
QU0 last year, they should look for the vea-
sons. When they declare that the eause of
the deficit was to be found in the faet
that the railway men work 1! hours a
week, enjoy long service leave and earry
out their duties under day work eonditions,
and that if those benefits were dune away
with the railwavs would show a profit, {
reply that they must look deeper for the
ex| lanation. No one has arvued that the
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introduetion of long service leave would
nut -ost the railways anything. I do not
think there is one hon. member in this
Chawber who opposed the granting of long
servive leave to the railway men. Every-
one of us at one time or another has ex-
pre~=ed his support of the proposal to
grunt that privilege to the railway em-
ployees.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Surely that is not
50,
The HOXORARY MINISTER: I am
pertectly correct in making that state-
ment.

Members: No.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Then why was long
servive leave granted as an administrative
act instead of by way of an Act of Par-
liament ?

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 am
not concerned as to why it was done in
that particular way.

Hon, E. H, Harris: Why don’t you tell
us the reason for it being granted that
way?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Because
I wrs not responsible for it being done
that way., The faet that long service leave
has heen granted to railway employees—

Hon. H. Seddon: And to all other Gov-
ernmenf employees
“The HONORARY MINISTER:—ur
that thev have a + hour week and day
work comditions, has practically nothing
whatever to do with the deficit.

Hon. V. Hamerslev: Those considera-
tions have a tremendous amount to do with
it.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T think
I buve shown conclusively that if a few
thoveand pounds are involved in those con-
stderations, there is a rouch larger amount
involved in other matters.

Hon, i, W. Miles: You do not mean
1o =ay that it is merely a question of a few
thrusands!

The HOXORARY MINTSTER:
what I said.

Han. (3, V. Miles:
per /nnum invelved?

The IONORARY MINISTER: Xo. The
hon. member does not appear to know what
he iz telking about.

Hon. J. Nicholson: \re vou arguing that
the only way to meet the deficit ix to in-
cresce the rates.

That 1=

I= not over £150,0)
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The JONORARY MINISTER: That is
not my argument at all. I claim that the
igures I bave given are illuminating and
demonstrate that a greut proportion of vur
primnary products are carrvied at a lower
rate lhan the average cost per ton mile.
That furnishes one reason for the delicit
shown by the railways during the last
finaneial year.

Hon. .J. Nicholson: And you say that the
other con-illerations complained of were not
contributory causes at all?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
not said that, I have suggested that those
members who have referred to them as ex-
plaining away the deficit should look a little
deeper into the subject. If they did so they
would find that whatever extra cost is in-
volved under those headings is a mere
bagatelle compared with other phases of the
financial problem.

Ilon, J. Nicholson: But do they nof repre-
seut  expenditure amounting to between
£200,000 and £300,0007

The HOXORARY MINISTER: No. We
have every reason to be proud of the results
achieved hy the management of our railways
during the past year or two.

Hon. J. Ewing: The management shounld
reduce rates and so increase the tratiic.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If that
were done it would work out as the hon.
member suggests in some directions, but not
in others. Mr. Nicholson qunted what had
been done in England by the London and
North Western Kailway Co. and he was not
present when T dealt with that portion of
his remarks. 1 claim that the econditions in
the Old Country are quite different frow
those that obtain in Western Australia and
that it i~ hard to make any ren~onably fair
comparison wader that heading.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I pointed out clearly
when 1 spoke that I did not offer those par-
ticulars as a comparizon, bul merely as a
suggestion for the consideration of the rail-
wiuy oflicials.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The homn.
memher =aid he would furnish some sugges-
tion< that would enable the Government to
exploit other avenues of revenue and so im-
prove the finouces of the railways. He suz-
gested economies in the railway workshops
and yuoted what the London and North
Western Railway Co. had done regarding
wagzon-buildinz operations and with refer.
vive to road tran-port.
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Hon. (. W. Miles:
with rvad transport?

The HONORARY MINISTER: e ean
in some directions, but in some ways we
cannot possibly do so. If the Government
were to follow up Mr. XNicholson’s sug-
gestions and apply what has been done by
the London and North Western Co. to our
own railways, we would have to listen to
some severe critieism from members in this
Chamber. |

Hon. G. W. Miles: Cannot the railways
compete with motor transport between Perth
and Fremantle by reducing fares, installing
petrol engines, and running a quarter-hour
serviee

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 am
not in a position to -ax whether that conkd
be doue.

Houn. G. W. Miles: I made that sugzes-
tion and yvou have not replied to it,

The HONORARY MINISTER: T will
reply to it by saying that the railway au-
thorities are giving every consideration to
questions of that deseription but so far they
have not thought it feasible fo adopt the
hon. member's suggestion.

Hon, J. Cornell: 1 suggest one class on
our =uburban railways.

The HONORARY MINISTER: And |
bave no objection to that. JMembers may
put torward suggestions to improve the con-
dition of the railway service in the metro-
profitan avea, but are we in a position to-day
to put changes into operation that will affect
the system ns a whole and so affect the
revenue to a much greater extent than if we
merely dealt with the metropolitan service
alone! As to the railway deficit, we have
rea<on to be =zatisfied with the position in
view of all the circumstances, more particu-
larly when we consider the pesition in the
other States of Australia where the deficits
ave much larger than ours. Those States
are more developed and have a greater
population to work on, Tn those States one
would expect the task of wquaring the ledger
to be much easier than in Western Australia,
When Mr. Nicholson was speaking, he drew
a vomparison between taxation imposed per
head of the population in Western Australia
and that levied in the Old (Country. I do
not think any such comparison fair berause
the conditions vary so much. Taxation in
Britain is much heavier than it is in West.
ern Australia {o-dav. When we compare
taxation in this State with that imposed in

Cannoi we compete
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varions Continental countries, it must be
remembered that there are other factors to
be taken inte consideration, but Mr. Nichol-
son did not mention that phase.

Hon. V. Hamersley: If their taxation is
heavier than ours, (fod help them!

The HONORARY MINISTER : It is
considerably heavier. I was particularly
interested in the remarks of Mr. Seddon
when dealing with our finanees and loan ex-
penditure. The suggestion he made that
taxation, if spread over a wider field, would
be of advantage to the State will no doubt
be considered by the Treasurer, for there is
something to be said in favour of the pro-
posal. It would apply more aptly in the
0ld Country than in Western Australia.
But when the hon. member gave the House
fizures regarding loan expenditure during
the last few years and went on to deal with
imports and exports, he quoted statisties
that should make ns think. We are im-
porting considerably more goods from the
Eastern States than is necessary, and there
is room for considerable improvement in
that direetion. On the other band, the
Western Australian trade balance in ronnee-
tion with oversea operations, is on the right
side. We cut a rather sorry figure when we
eonsider the imports from and exports to
the Eastern States. We ean blame quite a
number of people for the latter position.
Many articles are imported fraom the East-
ern States that could be manufactured here.
As it is we are finding employment for
thousands of people in the Eastern States
who eonld well be engaged in this State in
manufacturing the goods we require. Tor
instance, 1 was informed that the manage-
ment of one of the most popular theatres in
Perth have their programmes printed in the
Fastern States.

Hon. J. Ewing: I suppose it is rheaper.

The HONORARY MINISTER: We have
printing establishments in Western Aus-
tralia capahle of turning out as good a job,
and I have no doubt they could give a quote
that would be a fair one for the work.

Hon, J. Ewing: People always buy in the
cheapest market,

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
a small item, but I eould quote many such
nstances in which the amouant of money in-
volved is great and small. So long as peo-
ple are content to carry on in that way, =o
long will present conditions continue and
our imports from the Eastern States will
always be greater than they should be.
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Hon. G. W. Miles: Who prevented MeKay
trom mannfacturing harvesters here?

The HONORARY MINISTER: So far as
I know he prevented himself.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Your unions would
not allow the workers here to accept the
same condifions as those under whieh the
men in Victoria are operating.

The HONOCRARY MINISTER: 1 do not
konow that that prevented Mckay trom
coming here: he hus every right to please
himself.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Your unions pre-
vented him from coming.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mc¢Kay
has the Arbitration Court to appeal io
should be so desire. So far as I know the
unions did not cause him to stay away.

Hon. G. W, Miles: But the men were not
allowed to aceept the same conditions as
operated in Vietoria.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
know whether that was so, but the unions
were in no way responsible, and McKay
could have commenced operation: here had
tie so desired. There are many articles that
could be manufactured loeally but people
continue to import them from th: Eastern
States. The question of unemployment has
receivell o great deal of attention from
members. 1 do not desire to zo into the sub-
ject at any great length, although it is the
biggest problem facing Australin to-day.
Criticism levelled at the fiovernment on
a-count of unemployment here has certainly
not Leen very strong, hecause 1 think it is
genernly appreciated that unemployment is
a suhjeet that cannot be dealt with purely
from o State point of view. For instanee,
we eannot solve unemplovment in Western
Australia without cvo-operation by all the
other States of the Commmmenwenlth. And at
present unemployment is rife throughout
the Commonwealtls. In the Easterm States
it is far worse than it is here. Thuing my
reeent visit (o the East I was astounded at
the number of unemployed in the various
capifal ecittes. Previonsly I thought the
position was fairly bad in Western Austra-
lia, but I ¢rn now assure members it is eon-
siderably worse in the Kastern States. They
have had had sea<ons and, principally as the
result of that. they have larpe numbers of
unemployed, while very mnany men looking
for work have migrated from the Eastern
States to Western Anstralia.

Hoan. J. Ewing: Looking for land.

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, for
work. I would not say that those who come
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over here looking for land are nnemployed.
We have had many from the Eastern States
with certain capital. They have come over
intending to go on the land, and a large vum-
ber of them have suceeeded in securing land.
But we have many others who have come
over from the Bast frankly seeking work.
To some extent it is owing to those men that
we have so much unemployment in Western
Australia at present, But it is no use seek-
ing to explain our unemployment by one
canse. It is a far bigger subject than many
people think. The more one inquires into
it, the more does one realise that the ramiii-
cations bringing about unemployment are
much deeper than we in Western Australia
can deal with. In almost every eountry in
the world unemployment is rife at present.
Notwithstanding Mr. Nicholson’s statement
that it is not so bad in America as in Au--
rraliz, 1 venture to say it is many times
norse in America than in the Common-
wealth,

Hon. +i. Nicholson: T took it proportion-
ately with the population.

The HONOHRARY JMINISTEH: 1f
e vaves to delve into the subject he will
find that the very proaperity of a coun-
try is one reason for unemployment. Tha!
may seem a strange statement; nevertbeless
upr 10 a point it is perfectly correet. The
very effiviency we are all demanding in oor
Industries is creating a certiain amount of
wnempleyment,  The more one looks into
the suhject, the more clearly does he realise
that we require for unemployment a rTets-
vdy, shall 1 «ay more widespread than eun
po-«ihly he applied in any one State alone.

ilon. H, Seddon: Have tie Government
tikin into consideration the recommenda-
tivit of the Development and Migration Com-
wittee—the appointment of s permanent
cummiiter }

The 1HDONORARY MINISTER: That
matfer is receiving attention and I shall not
e surprised if something is done in collu-
horation with the other States.

Hon. 1. Seddon: Attention was draa«
to it 12 months ago.,

The HOXNXORARY MINISTER: Yo
quite so long agoe as that, However,

the matter is roceiving attention by all
the  State Govermments. There  aZuio
there is room for collzborvation hotwe.u
the States ynd the Commonwealth, foi if oue
State has had a bad seasom it is ingnedi-
ately veflected in other States in <everal
ways, includine the micration of wen trom
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the stricken State to aunother more pros-
perous. So we have been getting large num-
hers of men from the Eastern States. They
are of the best c¢lass of men, men who go
looking for work, men who do not wait till
work comes to themn. When they know, as
they do in this instance, that Western Aus-
tralia jost now is the ome bright spot in
the Commonwealth, they say, “If only we
could get to Western Australia probably we
should be sll right.” They do not require
assistance to get here; they come here on
their own resources.

Flon. A. J. H. Saw: Somelimes as slow-
aways,

The HONORARY MINISTER: You
cannot binme them. I wonld not blame gu)
man for trying to get from a place where
he has no prospects to another where he
thinks he will have prospects.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And where there is a
{tovernment {lhat will do anything for n
mimn without money—not this Government
alune, but previous Governments also.

The HONORARY MINISTER: At
present we have i Western Amstralia »
taree mumber of men unemployed notwith-
standing that we have had a series of pros-
perons vears., .And the unemplovment
now all the vear round instead of, as in
the past, merely seasonal.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Could the Minister
give us the figures of the arrivals and de.
partures from the Enstern States Juring
the last 12 months?

The HONORARY MINISTER: T
have not them here, but they have been
prepared and they show that what T say
is correet, namely that we have been re-
ceiving from the Eastern Siates a large
number of men who have come here with
the object of getting work. Also T know
from the records of the State Labour Bureau
that a large proportion of the men regis-
jered there are men from the Eastern
States who have arrived here during the
Jast few months, In Ameriea considerable
time hns been given to an investieation nf
the causes of unemployment. Quite & lot
of literature has heen made availahle, aml
the International Labour Office has pub-
liched a number of informative books and
pamphlets. In one of those pamphlets there
i= a table of index numbers which I think
worth quoting. It bears out the statement I
mnade & little while ago that the very efficiency
of indusfry to-day is to an extent the canse
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of some of the existing unemployment. .\
eomparison between 1914 and the present
year proves that in almost every industry a
smaller number of men are now required
to produce a given article or quantity of
urtieles than were required in 1914. Not
only that, but the smaller number of men
are producing a long way more than is in-
dicated by the ratic between the differences
in the number of the men employed and in
the quantity produced. The table I refer to,
which is published in the “International
Labour Review” issued by the Intcrnational
Labour Office, Voluma 17, No. 6, June, 1928,
is as follows: ---

INDEX NUMBERS UTPUT AND WAGES IN
THE 'UN'I'.I.‘BD BTATES 1018-1927.

(1‘} {&) &) £ (3
Manu- Workera

Year. fuctumd employed Output Total Wages

in fac- per wages pald per

dum'a torles, worker. pald. worker,
1919 100 100 100 100 100
1920 104 108 101 124 120
1921 80 a2 98 B4 102
1022 14 1] 114 89 89
1023 120 14 116 118 100
1924 112 05 ns 104 100
1025 125 95 132 107 13
1026 120 08 134 100 114
1027 126 13 187 105 11t

For a proper appreciation of these fignres
it should first be remembered fhat between
1919 und 1925 the total population of the
United States increased by 10 per cent.
Next, it will be seen from Columa 1 that
in 1925 the increase in manufactured pro-
duets aus compared with 1919 was 25 per
cent., that the proportion rose to 29 per
cent, in 1926 and then fell slightly to 26
per cent in 1927. The significance of that
table of evurse is that these who were work-
ing were receiving higher wawes, but were
producing considerably more. The smaller
numher of workers, 92, were producing 123
uuits as against 160 units produeed by 100
workers in 1919, T guofe that as an in-
stance of what is laking place, not only in
Amerien, but throughent the civilised world.
As a resnlt of that, T say we are aoing to
he faved in the near future with the prob-
tem of how to deal with what T might eall
perinanent unemployment, that there is like-
Iy to be an arny of workers for whom there
will be no work. For men who have reached
middle age and who may no longer be re-
auived becanse of that and for various other
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reasons, it will be extremely difficult to
secure work in industry. I do not want to
go into this matter at any great length,
bnt L do say there are many causes for un-
eraployment in this State and that those
eanses do not come under ouy control. Mem-
bers know that as the result of the attitude
of the banks last year there was net any-
thing like the money available for develop-
ment work in country distrieis that other-
wise would bave been available. Bad sea-
sons in the East caused the banks—and the
banks here are only branches of the Eastern
Htates panks—to resirict the amount of
money available for that pucrpoze. Tha
bhad the effect of throwing un the labour
murket a number of meu who otherwise
would have been employed. 1n addition the
fact that our work here, or a great propor-
tion of it, is seasonal, also had its éffect
on the sitwation. Ther there were the fall-
ing prices of wheat and wool, the two staple
primary products of this State. Becaunse of
that, too, the amount of money available was
less than we had reason to expeet. It is
the cumulative effcet of the whole of the
causes thal we have to consider. Conse-
quently it cannot be expected that we in
Western Australia should solve the prob-
lem while it exists to ever a greater extent
in other States and in other parts of the
world. The State Government have pro-
vided all the work they can. They eannot
undertake to employ every man who may
come inlo the State looking for work, but
we have done as well, if net better than,
previous Administrations in tha¢ regard.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.0 p.om.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Before
tea I was dealing with the question of un-
employment. The problem is world-wide,
and is not peculiar to Western Austraha.
We are feeling the effects of bad seasons in
the other States, and, in saveral other ways
which are bevond the control of the Govern-
ment, the position is such that we are unable
to do more than we have done. [ have re-
ferred certain remarks of Mr. Cornell to
the department= concerned. With regard to
pine plantations at Esperance, 1 am advised
that the Government are aware that the com-
pany met with some difficulty in their prim-
ary object of planting pines, and are now
considering certain proposals put up by the
eoncern for the utilisation of the land on
more economical lines, Mr. Cornell also xe-
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ferred to the payments by the Agricultural
Bank for fallowing., The yeneral manager
of the bank says— .

Referring io the Hon. J, Cornell’s remarks
ubout puyment for fallowing, the policy of the
bank has previous to the present year been
opposed to payment, it being considered reason-
able to require clients to do Lheir own fallow-
ing. Comsequent on crop failures in some of
the outer eastern areas, it became necessary to
provide special assistance to cnable settlers to
carry on. To thie end the bunk decided to
make spseial advanees for fallowing. The ob-
jeet of this policy was designed to serve two
purposes. (1) to enable distresred seiflers 1o
parn sustenance pending harvest return, and
to nssigt settlers to get on to a proper farm-
ing bhagis. It is not the intentien of the trns-
tees to continue fallowing advances after the
present season uuless circumstances uecessitate
it. Provided the season finishes satisfactorily,
there is every reason to believe that clienta
showld he in a poesition to finanee their own fal-
lowing next vear. The demands upon the
bank for ordinary developmental purposes are
very heavy, and the Treasurer may experience
some difficulty in finding additional funds te
finanee fallowing on a large scale. We consider
that elients may reasonably be expected to do
this work without assistance from the bank.

Mr. Cornell also referred to water supplies
at Bullfinch, Wheatley and Turkey Hili. T
understand the position is rather serious. .
This ig recognised by the Government, and
consideration is being given to the whole
question.

Hon. J. Cornell: Tt is serious from the
point of view of productiviiy.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is verv
very gserious from all points of view. I un-
derstand tbe settlers are ecarting water
at present from the goldiields water
supply stand pipes free of charge.
There has been a proposal to reticulate
from the goldiields water supply, but
it is estimated that such a scherwe
wounld rost £88,400, In any event, the
whole subject is receiving the earnest con-
sideration of the (Yovernment, and prob-
ably some annnuneement will be made in the
near future. The hon. member also referred
to the water supply at Dulyalbin. I am sd-
vised that thix place is understood to be
in the Migration Commission area. The 10-
cality ecan be reticulated from a proposed
distriet water supply with headworks at
Mt. Hampton. Meanwhile the settlers can
obtain water from two wells provided last
summer by the department at Dulyalbin
Roek.
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Hon. J. Cornell: Is it not a fact that
the Migration Cotnmnission have cut out that
aread

The HONORARY MINISTER: I cannot
say, Mr. Cornell also referred to MePher-
son’s Rock reservoir., I am advised that
this work is completed, the cost being
£21,700. It was established primarily for the
railway water supply, and for a few farms
near the reservoir should wettlement be at-
tempted in that locality. It was never in-
tended to convey water to l}owak or Salmon
Guing from MePlerson's Roek, Mr. Seddon
raised a question with vegard to probate on
properties. That matter hns heen referred
to the department conceined, and I have here
a long report which he is at liberty to per-
use. A consideration of the practicable re-
sults of Mr. Seddon’s proposal shows that if
varried out they would give preference to
persons residing elscwhere over persons re-
siding in the State. “A” may die leavinz
much property elsewhere, but little in West-
ere Australia, The administrator of the
estate would take ont probate where {he bulk
vl the property i+ situated, and would have
to re-seal the probate here, at a small fea.
To allow the re-sealing without the payment
of fees or duty, ax suggested, would be to
relieve the estate of all loeal taxation. {‘B”’
dies and leaves no property clsewhere, byt
4 small property in Western Anstralia. In
this case the administrator must take out pre-
hate here and pay the fees and duty. To
allow “A” to re-seal at a nominal fee as pro-
posed would be to give him prefer-
ence over the local individual. Reference
was made by Mr. Seddon, as well as Yy
Mr. Tlarris, to the lack of statisties dealing
with Arhitration Cowrt work. I believe
ane member wanied to know what the Gov-
ernnunt had dune, and why certain action
had not heen taken as suggested by the
piesident of 1the Court and Mr, Somerville,
‘he workers” representative. The remarks
weve noted by the Government and vertain
vabferences have taken place. The posi-
tion has heen thoroushly considered, but
it is not possible to deal with it in »
propor way only in Western Australia. It
requires the eu-operation of the Statistieal
DPepariments of the other States. The State
Guvernment Statistician, Mr. Bennett, is
now dealing with the matter. Very shortly
a statistieal conferenee will be held at Can-
herra, when pos«ibly this question will be
considered with a view to the position as
disclosed by the Arhitration Court being
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remedied. T bave here a long doecument
from the (ipvernmment Statistician which
ix available to members interested. Mr.
Harris also referred to the redistributiou
of seats. He made what he desecribed as a
remarkable disclosure, and stated that
gsome of the new districts would be found
to contain a smaller number than the mini-
wmum provided, whereas others would con-
tain a larger number of electors than was
provided.

Hon. E. H. Harris:
maximuin.

The HONORARY MINISTER : The mat-
ter was left in the hands of the commis-
sioners. They had an onerous duty io per-
form. Al possible information was sup-
plied to thewn, but, unti) the Blectoral De-
partment have completed their work, it is
not possible to arrive at the actual posi-
tion, Wlhat the bon. member has said is
covrect. Tmmediately the aunthorities have
completed their work. the matter will be
considered. T regret that the hon. mem-
ber should have spent s0 mueh time in re-
search work on the rolls in the belief that
he was the first person to make this dis-
eovery.

Hon, F. H, Havis: I am glad someone
knew about it hefore 1 did.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
commission are to be commended for the
way in whieh they did their work, If there
should be any anomalies, as apparently
there are, we ¢an only gay that the com-
mission did their best. I believe they oar-
ried out their duty so far as they could in
aceordance with the Aet. If anomalies ave
found to exist, we shall probably have to
denl with them when the work of the de-
partment is completed.

tHon. E. H. Harris: Someone had the
perspicacity to pick a poeket horough out
of a hiz one.

The HIONORARY MINISTER: It is not
a fair inference to draw that any particnlar
candidate was in possession of information
of that kind.

Hon. E. H. Harrix: Anvone eoult work
that out as well as T eonld.

The HONORARY MINTSTER: One or
two members have referred to the position
of the State owing to the decision of the
Loan Couneil in Sydney that horrowing
must he reduced by 20 per cent. T regret
that Western Anstralia should be faced
with that pesition at the present time,

And some above the
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There was no alternative. It was apparent
that it was not possible to raise all the
money that all the States required. It
was, therefore, necessary to arrive at a
nnanimous deeision as to what should be
done in all the vircumstances. It was de-
cided to make a 2 per eent. reduction in
the loan programmes ol all the States in
the belietf that this was the hest solution
ot the difienlty. I regret that the eriti-
cism in tinaneial cireles in the Old Country
levelled against the methods of Awustralian
Governments should be oune of the caunses
for the unfavourable position of Australia
aenerally on the London money market. |
certainly consider that the criticism to a
areat extent is unfair: it has not taken all
the cirrumstances into consideration, and
T noticed with pleasuere that the Prime Min-
ister this week saw fit to make a statemen:
to the effert that the full facts of the case
were not fully understood in the Old Coun-
try. I believe he iz quite eorrect. How-
ever, we must make the best of the posi-
tion. We in this State ean elaim that our
loan monevs have bheen expended in the
best possible way, and eertainly we can
claim that the laruer proportion of onr
leans has been expended on reproduetive
works, When one examines the aetunal
fizures in regard to loan expenditure dur-
ing the last five years, it is found that the
greater part of the money was spent in the
country areas in developmental work whirh
must yield good resmlts in the years to
come, if the State is to procress as we ex-
pect it will. While T do not wish to quote
all the figures T have hefore me, I may
point oui that approximately about three-
tonrths of the loan expenditure for which
the present Government were responsible
was spent outside the metropolitan area
and is calzulared in the truest sense to
have been spent in developmental work
such as railways, harbours and rivers, coun-
try water supplies, the development of ag-
riculture, assistance to settlers, group set-
tlements, land settlemient, the Cnllege of
Agrieulture, the Agricultural Bank work-
ing capital, the purchase of wire netting
tor settlers, the construction of roads and
bridges, and loans to loeal authorities for
the erection of hospitals, ete. The total
spent was €3,120,008), showing that the
greater proportion of our loan expenditure
was devoted to reproduclive works. I ap-
preciate the fact that members have lis-
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tened attentively to my remarks and [
huave pleasure in snpporting the motivn.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Ilon. J. M.
Drew-—Centra!} [7.50]: I wish to join other
members in weleoming youn, Sir, back to the
State, and in expressing my sincere appreci-
ation of the good work you did for Western
Australia during your stay in the Mother
Country, Your reputation in public and
private life, the high office which you fill as
President of the Legislative Couneil, and the
distinetion you have gained in the Press,
qualified you to exercise an inflluence whivh
few could wield; and with the sole idea of
benefiting the State, you availed yourself ol
opportunities to make known our resources
and direct attention to Western Australia
as a profitable fleld for investment and
enterprise, You were able to meet the lead-
ing British statesmen, and financial advisers,
and give them the fullest information con-
eerning our present position and future
prospeets. You were able to do even more
than that. By articles in influential maga-
zines and in the Press, generally, ineluding
the great London “Times,” you extended the
gphere of your activity, and addressed a
mighty audience which could not have been
reached by any other means. All this must
have its results—results which, in ways it is
difficult to estimate, and impossible to fore-
see, should eonduce to the material advan-
tage of Western Australia. There are two
other hon. members to whom congratulations
are due—-to Mr. Mann, on his having been
selected hy the Federated Provincial Press
Assoviation of Australin to represent them
aft the Kmpire Press Union in London next
vear. lt is a splendid tribute to Mr. Mann
that be should have been chosen for this
mission from among the eountry pressmen
of the Commonwealth. I have also to con-
eratnlate Mr. Franklin on his improved
status as Lord Mayor of Perth. It is an
honour conferred on the City and a distine-
tion conferred on himself. Coming to the
Address-in-reply Mr. Baxter is under a mis-
conveption in regard to the petrol tax. I
can assure him that it was definitely deecided
by the Government, some time age, not to
introduce any legislation which would im-
pose such a tax. Mr. Baxter will remember
that when the (Government did collect n
petrol tax the Aet then in operation pro-
vided that rehates could be elaimed on ae-
rount of petrol purchased but not used for
the purpuse of propelling vehieles on roads,
und it also granted exemption to petrol salid
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in the North-West portion of the State, In
the course of his remarks Mr. Baxter made
reference to the braxy-like disease and the
red mite. Let me sav that so far as the
former is eoncerned, the present Govern-
ment, in May, 1925, decided to appoint a
veterinary pathologist and one of the main
objects of the appointment was to investi-
wate the braxy-like disease. During the first
three years a great propertion of this
olticer's attention was devoted to the investi-
gation, but as it was found that the whole
of his time was reqguired for this purpose, an
agreement was entered into with the Council
tor Scientific and Industrial Research under
which it was arranged tor Mr, Bennetts to
be taken off all other veterinary problems
and concentrate on the braxy-like disease in-
vestization. Tn order to assist Mr. Bennetts
in the field work the Council for Scientifie
and Industrial Research, in Mareh of this
vear, provided an assistant, Mr. R. Harley,
M.R.C.V.S. A tremendous amount of work
has heen undertaken by Mr. Bennetts and
his assistant in the endeavour to discover
the cause of this disease, and a report hass
just been received from him in which he
states that the immediate cause of death bas
been discovered. ‘This is a micro-organism,
hacillus welchii, but there are varions factors
-vontributing to the production of the disease
which are not yet fully understood and are
being further investigated.  Preventive
measures are being eonsidered, but at this
stage no further facts can be made avail-
able. It will be seen from what I have said
that the Commonwealth Government through
the Council for Scientific and Industrial Re-
search are assisting the State very materi-
ally., They are paying the salaries of both
Mr. Bennetts and Mr. Harley and the in-
vestigation is being earried out by these offi-
vers who are working in conjunction with
our Department of Agriculture. Regarding
the Red Mite, Mr. Baxter evidently means
the Red Legged Earth Mite. He is mis-
taken in saying that it is eonfined to the
Kojonup district, as it has been found from
Geraldton tn Denmark and also in portion
of the wheat helt. Further, it is not singu-
lar to this State as reports have been re-
veived that it is known in each of the other
"‘Rtates and has eaused sertons demage to the
pastures there, Our Entomologist has given
a great deal of time to this problem and
many experiments have been conducted. A
pamphlet has been issued and recently a re-
port has been published in the newspapers
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tbroughout the south-western portion of the
State. The Director of Agriculture writes:—

Although the pest can be controlled in gmall
areas by the use of sprays, the only possi-
bility of coping with it over large arens, un-
less gome biologicil means ean be discovered,
is by fallowing the ground on which the
pasture is growing every third aor fourth year.

In reply to the guestions raised by Mr. Bax-
ter in s eriticisms ot the Railway Depart-
ment, | can assure him that that department
is fully alive to the existence of eompetition
in respeet to earriage of stock.  But the
simall number of stoek which comes from the
Itrnee Rork line does not warrant special
trains. The department, however, are quite
prepared {o make special arrangements
whenever the stock owners are prepared to
send 10 single trueks of stoek on any one
day. At present it is necessary to load be-
fore dark on the Monday the stock which
arvives at York at 2.10 p.m. on Tuesday. It
i~ picked up from York at 6.45 p.m. on
Tuesday and arrives nt the markets at 2.10
am. on Wednesday. It is not possible to
place the Bruece Roek stock on the train
leaving Pantapin, The traffie from Bruce
Roek is so small that it does not warrant a
special trip trom Pantapin, which is the
terminal point from a loeomotive standpeint.
If sender< will co-operate with the depart-
ment to the extent I have previously men-
tioned, special arrangements will be made
for the connection even though it may in-
volve a loss. Dealing with :tock from
Brunswick, it may be mentioned that the
train thi< is lifted by is one that deals with
perishables for the Perth market, and it
would be impossible for il to shunt at inter-
mediate stations and run to time. Further-
more, the train has a full load from Bruns-
wick. Hence the necessity for dealing with
stoek from other stations by different trains.
With vegard to Mr. Baxter’s statements re-
garding the Forests Department, T would
point out that when land is dedicated as a
State forest it is removed from the opera-
tions of the Land Act, and only the provi-
sions of the Forests Act, 1918, ean be ap-
plied to such land. Section 29 of the Act
gives the holders of pastoral leases the right
to continue for the unexpired term of their
pastoral leases gt the same rental as is paid
under the Land Act. The Forests Aet pro-
vides—

All pastoral leages of land situated within

the bounidaries of a State forest shall, at the
expitntion of six months from such dedication,
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and by force of this Act alone, be surrendered
to the Crown but every lessee shall during such
period of six months have the option to acquire
under this Act a forest lense of the land de-
mised by the surrcndered lease for the re-
mainder of the term thereof, at the rent there-
by reserved.

The Forests Departinent are therefore com-
pelled to grant forest leases for the unex-
pired term of the pastoral leases held over
country which hax been dedicated as State
torest since the orizinal pa-toral leases were
issued. They have no option but to do so.
Section -Hb of the Forests Aet reads as fol-
lows :—

The Conservator may, with the approval of
the Miunister, grant on such comditions us he
thinks fit, and for any term mnot excecding
twenty veurs, leases of land within o State
forest, for grazing, ngriculture, and other pur-
poseg not opposed to the interests of forestry.
Such leases are, in this Aet, referred to as
¢4 forest leases.”’

Those two vections of the et answer Mr.
Baxter's contention that “such a thing was
never intended Ly P’arlizment. From my
quotations it will be seen that that was just
what Parliament intended.

Hon. J. Twing: You eannot get any
settlement of the land in that way.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Except
where compelled to do so under Section 24
of the AAct, the Forests Department grant
forest grazing leases only over coun-
try on which reforestation operations

eannot be ecarried out within a period
of yeurs, It does not neeessarily fol-
low that that country will not be

roquired for the support of =awmills and
their employees (that is for trade cutting)
within that peried. Consequently it ix let
for such a term as the Conservator vonsiders
advisable in view of all the cirenmstances.
The proposal to ringbark the karri forest
ong of the most valuable hardwoods in the
world—the envy of all other countries and
a species which maoy other countries are
trying to grow-—is an astonishing one, Karri
forest, 1 am told earries up to the remark-
ahle volume of 400 loads in the round of
milling timber per acre, representing a
wenlth to the State of up to £500 per acre.
At present karri is being cut by only twn
mills employing 380 men, with 1,900 people
dependent on the mills. If, as Mr. Bax-
ter sugmests, the small area of karri forest
shonld be ringbarked and destroved, those
mills would Lu closed down, the men would
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be thrown out of employment and the exist-
ence of a lucrative industry would be ter-
minated. Mr. Baxter eomplained of the
present procedure in regard te the revalua-
tion of land and the existing system of ap-
peal. The present scheme of revalnation
was recommended by the State Commis-
sioner of Taxation and approved by the
Mitekell (jovernment, in 1921. It was iu-
troduced primarily with the object of plac-
ing all taxpayers on a fair and equitable
basis of taxation, and of removing many
of the smomnalies existing in the different
road board and nmwunicipal districts through-
vut the State. The work was commenced
shortly after the amalgamation of the twe
Taxution Departments (Federal and State)
in July 1921, and has continued ever since,
and the fact that not one single appesl
has been made to the Court of Review or
the Supreme Court in eight years is ample
evidenrce, T think, thot taxpayers are satis-
fied with the valnes fixed by the department
For State land tax porpeses. Road boards
and other taxing authorities are under no
oblization to adopt the Taxation Depart-
ment's values for rating purposes. But
where they do so without any reduetion
in the departmental values, the department,
when requested, have not only assisted such
road buards to defend the values in a Court
of Appeal, but have helped the boards by
placing hefore them all the facts adopted
hy the Department in aryriving at the valuex
delermined on, and assisting in every way
possible hath parties to arrvive at a settie-
ment and at wo cost to the appellants.
Forty-ciwht road districts have been re-
valned: 34 of thew have bheen supplied with
the depurvtmealal values for rating pur-
poses awld H04 road boird appeals have been
dealt with by the distriet valuers and set-
Ged amicably with little or no cost to the
appellunts. Mr, Baxter stuted—

In addition, someone may come along from,
sy, Hounth Auatralin where, in mauwy instances,
the values are double and treble the values in
Western Australiz, That person may pay £7
or £8 an acre for n property, Does that put

up the value of the Lind ta that amount?
That is the hasis adopted by the Department.

That is an erroneous statement, and [
am assured  that sueh o loose and un-
«eientific method of valwing has never been
wdopted by the department. In order ‘o
show the departmentel procedure in refer-
ence to the points raised by Mr. Baxter, 1
submit for his information and that of other
moembors g few faets from the Chief Valuer
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on the methpds adopted by the department
in revalying State lands. He says—

In regard to the creation of a Land Appead
Board, [ wish to stute that under the State
Land and lucome Tux Assessmenc Act, a tux-
payer has the right to lodge un objuciion,
and if di~allowed by the departwent, thie right
to appeal to the Cuurt of Review on all ques-
tions of fuet, and to the Supreme Court on
points ot l:w, when he is digsatisfied with the
departmental valuvs. An appeal to tke Court
of Ileview dJues uwol neeessurily mean to a
court conatituted in Perth.  The State Com-
missioner of Taxation may recoinmewd the
Governmoent to appeint a Court of Review for
any district within the State where appellants
may lodge their appeils at a minimum eost to
themsedves.  © neder the Federal Laud ‘i'nx Act,
a DBoard of Appeal has been constituted to
deal with appeals ot taxpayera whose land has
an unimprovidl vi'ue in excess of £3,000, and
any decision arrived at by this board may be
applied te Btate Iand tax nsscesments as well,
So far, there has been no nevcessity for the
Federal Laud Tax Appeal Board te visit this
State to hear appeais, and nn appanls have
been made to the State Court of Review during
tho last eight years,

1t would appear from the statement of
the Chisf Valuwr that there is no necessity
tor the creation of another Land Appeal
Board as suzeested by Mr. Baxter, It is
true- that the deletion from the Land and
Lncome Tax JAssessment Act of the £200
deduction of unimproved value [rom the
lamd fax assessmenty of taxpayers who de-
rive their income from cultivation or use of
agricultural land, has not benefited the
small owner. The small owner, neverthe-
less, gets a Denefit by having half the
amount of the land tax allowed as a re
bate where he is assessable for income tax
on the income derived from his land. That
point is never made by members when eri-
ticising the Government for having deleted
the £230 deduction. Mr, Stewart is not cor-
rect in his statements that “Instead of that
rebate heing allowed it was removed” and
“th~ former rvebate that was in operation
that either the land tax or the income tax,
whichever was the smaller, sbould be ex-
empted.” The Commissioner of Taxation
explains the matter:—

The rebate veferred to operated originally
in this way: If a taxpayer deriverd his income
from the land, and his land was subject to
land tax, he received an abatement of so much
of the land tax as equalled the income tax.
That is to say that the land tax being a charge
on the land ©ad to be paid in full. Supposing
that (v« sweate] to £5, and the rm~unt of
tax on the income of the texpayer wag £7 10s,,

+5
F
he paid the £5 land tax in full, and when as-
senged for income tax, wus allowed an usbate-
went of £5 (the amount of land tax) und paid
as # balanee £2 1Us. income tax, Under the
law a5 it exista to-day, he gets a rebate of
one-half the awmount of the lund tax; that is
to suy taking the exumple above-mentioued, tie
would get a rebate of £2 10s,, but secing that
the rate of land tax haa been increased by 74
per cent., and fo a smaller extent by the re-
moval of the £230 deduction ftrom the total
unimproved value, the tuxpayer gets the bene-
fit of une-nalf ihe amount of the increase in
the rate awd one-half the amount of the land
tax ecaleuluted on the 2230 deduction. Take
the cuse of # smull land owner who was ex-
empt previously from land tax on aceount of
the excmption of £230 unimproved value, This
taxpiuyver now pays tax on the £250, sav at 1d.
(the Daproved rate) equals £1 0z Ml tus,
aml it he derives a tuxahle ineomg from ihe
Iuml, he is allowed # rébate of one-half the
amount of the jand tax, namely, 1<, 3., und
therefore he in only texed for lanid tax to the
extent off one-half the present rate,

I do net understand Mr. Stewart’s state-
ment, namely

Another i that, through fellowing the pol-
itieal party he represents, the Premicr, when
e taxed on umimproved land values witbout
exenption, introfdueed fhe vicious prineiple of
putfing the man who did not fmprove Tis . lund
in a more favourable position than. be was
hefore the Government brought that legisla:
tiam into operntion. ’

The man who does not improve his land
is taved at the unimproved rate, namely
2. in the pound. Whereas the man whe
improves his land and works it, and de-
rives an ineome, is taxed at the lower rate,
nanely, 1d. in the pound, and in addition
obtains a vebate of one-half the amount
of the land tax, and a reduetion from the
amount of his income tax. This principle
operated before any amendment was made
hv the present Government in the rate of
tax, or in the deletion of the 250 excmp-
tion referred to hy Mr. Stewart. 1 there-
l'mre do not wmderstand how the man who
did not improve his land is in 2 more
favourable position than the mun who did.
Mr. Stewart’s statement will not hear ex-
amination for one moment. Finally, as 1
have repeatedly pointed ouat, the Govern-
ment derive no direet benefit from the in-
crease of the rate of the land tax. Rail-
way freights on goods used by the agri-
cultural and mining commuanities have been
s0 reduced as to mop up the whole of the
tnx Thig rafera to n]ining mpﬂlﬁnnry, ag-
ricultural machinery, kerosene, drapery and
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wrueeries—gouds that are usuaily conswmed
or utilised in a farming, a pastoral, or a
mining area. 'The first vear’s loss to the
Ratlway Department was €33,000, and the
amount ix increasing as years go hy. In
respect to Mr. Stewart’s remarks re de-
muriage at Fremantle, at the commence-
meut of the seaxon wheat ac.qnirving agent-
met the Commissioner of Railways to as-
vertain what was the best be could do in
the way of transportation of the then sea-
son's crop. 1le promised that 300,000 bags
per week woulld be hauled. ‘Trucks were
loaded up in the country, amd when the
strike eame many thousands of bags of
wheat were either loaded or in transit. The
(iovernment were not responsible for the
strike, nor were the aequiring agents.
Trueks were being held under load, and
railway earnings were sericusly retarded
in comsequence, The penalty charge in no
way covered the Railway Department for
the losses incurred: extra staffi were sent
out to deal with a rvecord barvest, and the
tewporary stoppage cost the railways sev-
eral thousands, but they were magnani-
mous cnough to reduce the demurrage by
30 per ecent. The amount mentioned by the
hon. member, namely £3,M0, is invcorreet, a<
the final sum paid by all fiems was £1.241
10s. The matter of wheat haulage is evi-
dently not quite understond hy Mr. Stew-
art. To organise a staff and the necessary
train serviee to transport s harvest of
40,000,000 bushels, and then at the very
end to be required to tramsport only
35,000,000 bushels means that arrangements
wiould be made to deal with the extra traffie
by inereasing the tacilities, When it was
found that the inerease of wheat wonld
not eventuate, readjustments would hecome
neressary, but in the meantime econsiderahic
additional expenditure had heen incuorrved.
Wheat is not a paying proposilion on its
own. When there is a humper harvest, it of
necessity entails rail havlage of higher-rated
goods, which enables the wheat to he carried
at such a low rate, On the figures now be-
fore the House the loss on the railways was
£178,699, and on this loss the goods and live-
stock receipts avernzed L.71d. per ton per
mile, When it is rememhered that wheat
veturned 1.03d, per ton per mile, it ean
hardly be termed peving traltic. The only
ather commodity carried at a lower return
than this was superphosphate. But, as I
~aid before, when there is a bumper har-
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vest, there s more prosperity; and--eon-
seruently more work for the Tailways to
do. Mr. Stewart stated that the Govern-
ment urged the Wagin Road Board to sign
a contract with o coniracior for about
£3,060 tor nrecting a hospital hnilding on
Government land. He says this was done
w1927, a fortnight hefore the Government
hald amended the law eaabling the local
authurities to use up to LU per cent. of
their rates hy way of interest and sinking
fund in respect of certain loan nr capital
expemnditure, He declares it was an illegal
aet, and he asks, “Why should the Govern-
ment wuree the loeal autborities to do such
2 thing, to do an ‘illegal aet?® Permat
me to suy that Mr, Stewart is very much at
sea on this subjert, In the first place, the
(iovernment did no urging whatever in this
connection.  The Government do not urge
loeal authorities to enter inte eontracts for
the boilling of hospitals.  The attitude
adepted i= that it the people of a distriet
desive o hospital, or improvements to an
existing hospital, they must find half the
money and the Governmeut find the other
half.  Secondiy, no amendment of existing
legislation ways necessary in 1927 to enable
a ruad board to subsidize a hospital scheme,
even hevond 16 per cent. Legislation passed
in 1919 gave them full powers in this re-
speet, nnd they were not subject in any way
to the 1t per vcent. restriction. If Mr.
Stewnwrt will rvead Section 160, Subsection
), of the Act of 1919, he will he satisfied
on that point.  Where the illegality comes
in, ax sugomested by Mr, Stewart, | certain-
I¥ dlo not understand. He says the hospital
wis ereeted on Crown land. That is a faet,
Tt ix also a faet that all hospitals supported
by the Government are erected on Class A
Reserves, speeifically set aside for hospital
purposes.  For years it has been the prac-
tiee that the loval people, often with fin-
aneial sid from their respective local author-
itics, find half the cost of new buildings,
=0 that a eopsiderable amount of money re-
veived through these channels is sunk in
hospitals evected on such reserves. Where
the iHegality eemes in, it would be interest-
ing to discover. Mr, Stewart asked what
artion eould the loeal authorities or those
connected with the hospital take against
the eontractor if' he failed to carry out the
ereetion of the building. It is nof a eon-
vern of the contrector whether the person
had a rizht to buwild on a particular bloek
or not. However, the fact remains thst
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every hospital, throughout the State, sup-
ported by the Government is erecied on
Government land.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The contractor would
simply be guilty of a breach if he failed to
put up the building.

Hon. G. Fruser: Mr.
highly popular in Wagin,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Stewart
stated that vot ouly bad the Government a
vermin tax, but in addition they wanted the
agriculturists and pastoralists to find the
money for the destruction of vermin, and
they . also sought to charge the Vermin
Bourd with the administrative costs. This
is not correct. Tihe whole of the adminis-
trative work i~ carried out free of charge
by officers ot the Depariment of Agriculture.
There was u wotion last year for the dis-
allowance of a regulation under which the
pastoral and agricaltural representatives on
the Vermin Advisory Board could draw their
expenses from the fund.  But the motion
was defeated in this House without a divi-
sion. That vught to be a sufficient reply to
the hon. member. Although the Government
do not contribute to the Central Vermin
Fund, they do provide other services in con-
nection with the control of vermin. The
cosi of tiwese for the vear ended 30th Joune,
1924, exclusive of the amounts paid to
salaried oflicers, was £22,357. The sum
provides for the upkeep of the vermin
fences, the snpply of poizon to vermnin
boards at less than half the actual cost, and
also for a2 wmnber of men employed through-
out the year poisoning and fumigaling on
lands supposed to be breeding grounds for
vermin. It might be mentioned that in no
uther State of the Commonwealth do the
Government aceept any responsibility for
destroying the vermin on reserves, Mr.
Stewar! gquoles some words wsed by the Mia-
ister for Juslive with regard to sandalwood
royalties, and in dealing with them he says -

Stewarl will be

The statement that the Conscervator eounld
not use the moncy for which it was get apart
was false, because there is nothing whieh says
that sandalwood royalties shall be used for
the re-establishment of sandalwood.

It is a strong accusation to make to allege
that a Minister made a false statement. But
it 1s not the Minister who made a false state-
ment; it is Mr. Stewart who made a rash
statement—a statement he should have veri-
fied before launching it. Mr. Willeock was
guite right in what he said, as to the use
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to which money is restrieted. 1f Mr,
Stewart, when he reads my remarks, will
look np the proviso to Seetion 2, Subsection
(1) of the lorests Act Amendment Act of
1924, lLe will find that it reads—

Provided that ten per centum of the net
revenue from sandalwoud, or the sum of five
thousand pounds, whichever sum ghall be the
greater, shall be eredited to the said speeial
dccount at the Treasury and applicd to the
regrowth of sandalwood.

Hon. J. Cornell: I think Mr.
was referring to the parent Act. )

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Stewart
was alluding to what Mr. Wileock was re-
terring—the £3,000. If the law says, 23
it does ray, that the money shall he eredited
to a special aecount at the Trensury and
applied tu the regrowth of sandalwood,
surely it enmot he applied to the regrowth
ol unytiring else.  So Mr. Willcock was
right, and Mr. Stewart is wrong.

flon J, R, Brown: Is Mr. Stewart ever
right?

The (HIEF SECRETARY: Again, Mr.
Stewart alleped that the Government had:
done various illegal acts and had been
getting the local governing authorities te do
illegal aets also.  [n proof of this he read
a letter from the seeretary ol the Wagin
Water Board to the effect that the hoard had
been advised to strike a supplemental rate
of 2s. 6d. in the £, and clalned that this eovld
not -legally be done. The facts are these:
The Wagin Water Board agreed to levy a
rate of 3s. in the pound when the new scheme
was completed and handed over. On the
1st February last the Minister visited Wagin
and handed over the scheme to the board.
On that occasion the board renewed the un-
dertaking they had previously given. It is
true there is no provision in the Water
Boards Act for the levying of a supple-
mental rate. A low rate of 6d. in the pound
had been struck for the year c¢ommencing
the 1st November last. This was sufficient
to meet the board's obligations in regard. to
the old scheme, but 2s. Gd. in the pound less
than was necessary te finance the new
scheme. Notwithstanding the faet that there
was no Specific provision in the Water
Boards Act for the levying of a supple-
mental rate, the depariment, on the advice
of the Solicitor General, wrote to the
board and asked them to levy a supple-
mental rate to bring the total up ie 3s
in the pound. It was the opinion of the
Solicitor General that that eonld be done.

Stewart‘
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It is understood that the bhoard obtained
other legal adviee, and the Solicitor General
then' advised that in the circumstances a
short Bill should be introduced to enable
the Wagin Water Board to de what they
thought was proper.
Hon. A. Lovekin:
you shonrld look at it!
The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 looked
through it to-dax. The Bill will he intro-
duced at the earliest possible moment, and
this will have the effect of validating the
action taken by the Water Board on the
27th July, when, at a speeial meeting, the
Board instructed the secretary to levy a
supplemental rate. By letter, dated 7th
August, the board asked that legislation be
introduced to legalise their aetion, and they
have received an assurance that this is about
to be done. When I saw the attitude that
Mr. Stewart was adopting. | was amazed.
A suspicion ran through my mind that the
Wagin Water Board might he trving to evada
their responsibilities to the Government. But
they have set themselves right on that point.
Last night T was handed a copy of a telezram
that had heen received from the Mayor of
Wagin with regard to Mr. Stewart’s criti-
eism. The telegram read as follows:—

The Bill is here, and

The following resolution was unanimously
earried at last night’s meeting of the Wagin
Munieipa! Couneil: The members of the Coun-
¢il and Water Board very muech regret that
materitl and correspondence supplied by Mr.
C. C. Keyser, Town Clerk, to Mr. Heetor Stew-
art, in conncetion with his speech in Upper
House on fth August, wins given without the
slightest knowledge or consent of the memhers
of Conneil and Water Board, and further, the
Conneil and eitizens of Wagin apprecinte what
the Government have done for them, TFEdgar
Till, Mayor.

Having read the telegram, it is not neces-
sary for me to say any more on the subject.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It is only necessary for
vou to taok ut the Bill and ascertain if it
meets the position.

The CTITEF SECRETARY: T
fills the hill.

Hon. V. Hamerslev: T think the Bill jus-
tifies what Mr. Stewart zaid.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In referring
to lecislation broucht down last session, Mr,
Qpavnrt sail the Oovermmsat pronosed fo
tax every water supply, small or larze, that
was e<tphlivhed in the country and had heen
in operation for some time, #That.” he added,
*“wan hlocked by this House” That was a
very unfair statement to make. 1t s teme

think it
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some metnbers of the House feared that the
Gtovermwent would take advaniage of the
wording of the Bill to tax the settlers for
wolls and =mall tanks, which had been put
down many vears ago. To show how ridi-
eulons any (Government would make them-
selves—how hereft ob all cowntonsense they
would be to do such a thing—1J may say that
the Government eould ouly rate for sink-
ing rund and intere<t, aproximately 8 per
venl. on the outlay, and the sugpestion thar
the Government would ereate a water area
and raise, say, £8 to meet interest amd sink-
ing fund on a well that had cost £100, or 12
on a tank that had cost £150 in the days long
since gone hy—that is sowething which one
vould not expect would impress itself on the
wind of any one who hnd given the matter
much thought. My, Stewart savs the Hounse
blocked the Government in this respect. As
a matter of fact, it was T who did the block-
ing at the request of the Minister for Agri-
cultural Water Supplies when I found that
a few hon. memhers bad fears that the Gov-
ernment  wonkl theiv head and tax
settlers on every twopenny ha’penny water
hole. T moved a further proviso be added to
Section 2 as tollows:—

lose

That ki shall not be rateable in respect of
the cost of works constructed prior to the 1st
nf January, 1825,

This amendment was in keeping with the
intentions of the Government, and it was ac-
cepted by the House. Mr. Wittenoom deall
with a number of railway matters, T have
to inform him that the erection of a new
station at Pingelly will be commenced in
about three weeks time. As regards ship-
ment of wheat and wool at Albany, I may
mention that over 115 million bags of wheat
were shipped at (leraldton without the use
of o e¢rane. The ship's gear s considererd
Far and away the hest nethod of loading
wheat and wool and fruit. It is admitted
that the present erane at Albany will not
plumb the hatch of large ships, but even
il 2 evane were supplied which would do
this, it is very donbttul it it would he
wied, A charee is made tor the use of o
evape and only in very isolated enses is i
ordered. That ix the experienee of the De-
perteeapt, Tonehing the evertion ol sleels
on the Jutty for the storace of fruit, it
vould e impossible, T wn told, to do this
ott the present ~trueture. Furthermove, (the
revenue received from the jetty at Albany
dovs not warrant an expendiiure of many
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thousunds of pounds stevling in meeting
the cost of the works, Mr. Miles passed
some . strictures on the adwministration of
the water supply at l’ort Hedland, He
complains ubont the high charge made fo
pearling luggers. | may say fur the intor-
nmation of Mr., Miles that the L'ort Hed-
‘land Water Supply is under the eontrol
of the Port Hedland Road Boeard, which
exercises the functions of s water board.
and it Mr. Miles has any guarrel in this
regard, it should be with that body. No
doubt the charge lor water supplied to
shipping is higher than the charge made
to ordinary vouswmers. But this is the
practice at all  ports unot  only here,
but in the Eastern States. The vea-
son is that the supply of water to shipping
usually necessitutes the attendance of a
special man lo turn it on and measore it.
apart from the fact thut a special main
hus to he laid on to jetties, and properly
maintaine. The matter, however, is oane
within the jurisdiction of the Port Hed-
land Water Board, who should knew their
business, and should not act contrary to
the best interests of the people there.

Hon. G. W. Miles: But that water is
brought in by the railways and seld by
them.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The whole
business is controlled by the 1’ort Hedland
koad Board as a water board.

Hon, G. W, Miles: I think the informa-
tion is wrong,

The CIITEF SECRETARY: | recetved
my information from the Under Secretary
for Works.

Hon. €1, W. Miles:
wrong.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Miles
says the ' Kangarvo'’ was vhartered by the
Shell 0il Company to bring petrol from the
Far East, and the Government charged an
extra 2s. a cnse to go to Port Hedland to
land it. He contends that no extra charge
should have heen made, and that the Port
Hedland residents should not be asked to
pay more for their petrol than the people
of Beadon. Mr, Miles is very much out in
his deduction that the Port Hedland peo-
ple are unduly penalised by the ‘‘Kan-
garoo'’ calling in at the port on her way
from Singapore to deliver petrol. As a
matter of fact the petrol is landed there
at approximately 25. per case cheaper than
could be done if it were sbipped through

Still, 1 thisk it is
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Fremantle to that port. Lo justitication
ol the churge per case made tor deviating
tuo Port Hedland, the facts speak for themn-
s¢lves. Un the run down fromm Singapore
to Fremantle, via Port Hedland and QOuns-
low, the mileage ix 2448 miles., If the
vissel runs from Singapore via Onslow only
to Fremnantle, the mileage is 2,372, There-
fure the devintion necessitates an inereased
travelling of 276 miles, or 39 lours.
1'ort Hedland is a tidal port, and hence it
15 possible that a deluy of anything up to
eleven hours may be occasioned waiting for
the tide to make. As the tide makes every
twelve hoars, once the vessel is in Port
tledland, she must wait twelve hours to
vet out again, even though her work may
take only six hours. Letrol is elassed as
o dangerous cargo. It eam only be worked
aceording to regulations between sunrise
and sunset. This means that if the vessel
arrived on a might tide the unloading could
not start until the next iorning, and the
vessel would be held in the port for fwenty-
hours before she ¢ould get out. The extra
freight charged on petrol landed at Ons-
low on a similar run shows a dilference
against P'ort Hedland in this connection of
1s. 3d. per case, and this is more than
Justitied on the facts., H you throw a ves-
sel 30 hours vit of her course, somcone has
te pay for it.

Hon. V. Hamersley: But she would eall
at Hedland every time she passed there.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yo, she does
not. It is not an anomaly—as stated by
Mr. Miles—for Port Hedland residents to
pay more than Onslow residents, as the
whole basis of any railway or ship freight
charges to places on any run is distanes,
and all commodities shipped from Fre-
mantle pay a higher freight to Port Hed-
land than to Onslow. Mr. Miles makes an
unfair attaek on the officers of the State
ships. He alleges that they diciate to the
Government as to when they will and will
not go into a port. No such thing has ever
occured in my experience. There has never
been any attempt at dictation.

Mr. Miles: Why did not the *“Koolinda*’
call there on the 30th May last, when there
was plenty of water?

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
into that.

Mr. Miles: And why hag not the *XKan-
garoo” ever called at Port Hedland wuntil
this year?

I will go
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: Masters are
expected to, and do, consider the safety of
their vessels and the lives of those on
board. Those otheers I have found to be
thoroughly loyal to the service and anxious
to promute its interests in every legitimate
way.,

Hon. ;. W, Miles: And they run ahead
of time and leave passengers on the coast.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Then it 1s
the hon. member's duty to potify me of
that as soon as he is aware of it. Mas
ters of the State vessels are as amenable to
discipling as ihe masters employed by any
private shipping scrvice, and to suggest
otherwise is grossly unjust. Mr. Miles says
the “Kangaroo" has gone into Port Hed-
land only during the last year or so. The
argument advanced has been that there is
not sulficient room at Port Hedland, that
she is too long. “But,” added Mr. Miles,
“privately  owned ships, longer than the
‘Kougaroo,’ huve Leen trading there” Mr.
Gray interjected: “Which are the ships
longer that the ‘Kangaroo’?” and Mr. Miles
1eplica—'"*The (Gascoyne is about the same
length.”

Hon. G. W. Miles: What is the difference
Letween them!

The CHIEF SECRETARY : T have here
& eomparison of the dimensions of the two
vessels as follows;—

M.y. ‘*Kanguroo'' — Length, 365.2ft.
breadth,  50.1ft.;  depth, 26.5f¢;  draft,
23.0ft.; tonnage, 4,393, B ‘‘Gascoyne’—
Length,  361ft.; breadth, 46.2ft.; depth,

2 3t ddraft, 20,6ft; tonnage, 3,669,

This discloses quite a considerable dif-
ference in the two vessels. Masters of the
‘Kangareo’ have not at any time suggested
the vessel could not be taken to Port Hed-
land, providing the tides served, and the
vessel has been to the port on several oeea-
sions when busine<s was to be done and the
call was justified. The prineipal work tor
the “Kangaroo” on the voast has been during
the cattle shipping scason, when her =che-
dule of voyages has been arranged to allow
the greatest possible wumber of cattle to
he hranalit south, and without any regard
as to tides, I'orft ITedland is a tidal port,
which can ounly be entered by this vessel
on five days out of each fourteen days, and
it i¢ well sorved by the recular calling of
all other vessel. trading on the coast. Wifh
roferenee to the remarks made by Mr, Milea
regovrding the pleuro line in the Kimber-
leys, the pleure line was originally & tick
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line dividing the East Kimberleys, which
were affected with tick, from the West Kim-
berleys, which were then free from it. At
that time it was o straight hine and bisected
varivus stations. A recent proclamation,
huwever, has altered the location of the line
s0 that the whole of those stations which
were previously bisected are mow in the
quurantine area. Its present object is 1o
assist in the control of pleuro pneumonia
in those arcas. The whole question of the
plearo line is receiving econsideration. De-
putativus with diverse opinions have inter-
viewed the Minister, and he has replied
stating that the line would be retained for
the present, but he asked them not to take
that statement as implying that the line was
to be retained for all time. Some people
want the line; others do not, and the Minis-
ter is investigating the contending views.
It is a question that has engaged public
attention for the last quarter of a cemtury
or more. In reference to Mr. Miles' en-
tivism of the Port Hedland-Marble Bar
railway time-table, the time-table is ar-
ranged to fit in willh the arrival of the
hoat, in accordance with the wishes of the
people coneerned. In the winter the train
leaves Port Hedland on Wednesday and re-
turns fromm Marble Bar on Friday. As re-
gards the summer time-table, this question
will be gone into to see if satisfactory alter
uation is practicable. The Commissioner Jf
Railways is communicating with the officer-
in-charge at Port Hedland by aerial mail,
with a view to coming to a decision on the
question.  Mr. Miles thinks there are tov
many engineers in the North-West. He says
there are now tbree, whereas formerly there
way only one. We have in the North a resi-
tent engineer and two assistant engineers.
One of the assistant engineers is almost ex-
clusively enzaged on main roads work, that
is fo say road work under the Federal Aid
Selheme. The expenditure on this work
in the North was approzimately £60,000 for
the three years 1926-29, The resident en-
wineer and his general assistant also muost
nevessarily give considerahle attention to
this work, owing to the large area and long
distanees to be travelled to lay out and com-
tMete the different undertakings. Our de-
partmental works include maintenance of
jetties, tramways, otber barhour facilities,
buildings, water supplies, stock routes, ete,,
il new works in the same eonnection. Seo
one encineer and twn assistants are not too
many for the work.



[21 Avcusr, 1929.] 451

Hon. G. W. Miles: Yet when the popu.
lation was up there the work was carried
out by one man. Have you any informa-
tion about the conerete roadways?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, I have.
Mr. Miles condemns the method of road
construction in the Marble Bar district. If
he is allnding to the Marble Bar-Nullagine
road, I would point ont that it is one of
the Federal Aid Road works in the North.
These road works are ecarried ont
after consultation and agreement with
the loecal authority, and must econform
to the Federal Government's specifications.
The method of construction of the Port
Hediand road does not wive satistaction to
Mr. Miles. This is also one of the works
which are under the Federal Aid Roads
Seheme—idevelopmental roads,  Any work
under such scheme must be of a permanent
character. Concrete wheelways were con-
sidered the most economical and the best
solution of an old problem on this piece of
road, the natural surface of the road having
been worn down unevenly by the trafic for
many years, Work in the Port Hedland
district has been carried out departmentally
as the loeal authority was nof disposed to
act as the department’s agent. The pro-
posed road bridge over the Fortescue River
near Roy Hill, which Mr. Miles considers
unnecassary, is 8 Federal Aid Road projeet.
Tenders are now being called for the work.
1t is one of the key works on improvements
to communication with the North-West. This
bridge will be on the main north roed from
Meekatharra to Marble Bar and beyond. It
har been laid down that expenditure on
Federal Aid Road works must be of a per-
manent charvacter. Therefore, any temporary
improvement to this river erossing could not
he undertaken.

Hon. G. W. Miles: But you would not be
able to pet up to this bridge in wet weather.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Of course,
personally, I know nothing of this work,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Have you any infor-
mation abont the Canning stock route?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, but it
has only just come to hand. I have not had
time to deal with it. I may say that the
proposed work at that river crossing was
endorsed hy the Nullagine Road Board, in
whose area the work lies, Mr. Hall referred
to Murchison wool being sent to Geraldion
past Mullews and past the Wongan line,

and then re-consigned over the Mid-
land railway at port to port rates
There port to port rates were approved by
the previous Government at the request of
the business people of Geraldion, who have
sinve been able to get most of their goods
at the ftat rate of €2 10+ a ton instead of
£8 in some instanegs. Do [ understand Mr.
Hall to say that be wishes the Government
to take action in the direction of undoing
what was done by the previous Government
tn what was considered to be the interests
ot husiness men of the Ueraldton distriet?
Mr. Hall probably thinks the Government
should bring down their rates on wool to
€2 1Us. a ton over u distance oi 277 miles.
It is easy to make such suggestions. My
experience of political life has been that
there are never-endiug appeals tor reduc-
tion of railway freiphts and the granting of
all sorts of conces<ions, and bitter hostility
to anything in the form of increased taxa-
tion. Mr. Hall say= he wounld like the Gov-
ernment to take into consideration the
granting of a honns fo assist in the destrue-
tion of emus. That is precisely what the
tiovernment bave done. Two or three
imonths ago the Minister ror Agrienliure
offered n bonus of £ for € to three road
boards which bave to bear the brunt of the
emu invasion. 1t is understood that the
offer is aceeptable to the boards, but secord-
ing to my information nothing has yel been
done by them. It is advisable that the
matter should not be delayed much longer,
otherwise we shall have the harvest upon u-
and no adequate system will be in force to
bring about the destruction of these pests.
Mr. Hall wonders why we cannot get more
of the produce of the Wyndbham Meatworks
in the southern parts—why we capnot get
Wyndham tinned meat and Wyndham
meat extract. 1t may be that the
reason these products are not in more
use is the same reason which actuates
pecple who do not buy Albany tweed, and
to whom Mr. Hell alluded. But as a fact
Wyndham tinned meat and finned meat =x-
tract are on sale in various parts of the
State. They are on sale in Perth, and in my
tecent travels on the Murchison I found
Wyndham tinned meat was very popular
there. Even a storekeeper at Wararga, s
comparatively small place, not far from
Mullewa, stoeked it, and found a ready sale
for it on the adjacent pastoral stations.
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Hen. G. W. Miles: I understand the whole
of the tinned meat products from the works
are cou-nmed in Western Australia.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Some of it
ix exported.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Anyone who orders it
ean aet it,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Meat ex
iraet ir on sale in Perth, and is in use at
different (lovernment hospitals. It is put
up in tins of not less than 12 ounces in
weight, because it would not be economical
to put it up in small jars at Wyndham, and
hon. menihers might object if we starled
another trading concern. However, if mer-
chants require these particular products,
they should order before the Wyndham meat
season commences, so that the GGeneral Man-
ager way know what quantity i3 required
for loeal consumption and what be may
sufely export. Mr. Hall appeared to con-
demn the Land Board for granting a bloek
of Irnd to woung Mr. Cunningham. The
hiztnry of that blork—Tocation 5732—is
# hi<tory of what vp to last year were suc-
erssfnl attempts to defeat the Land Act,
and keep a3 zrip on the bloek. The land
was first taken up in 1920 in the name of
John Westonia Finnerty, whose address was
care of the Misses Finnerty end Whitmore,
of Carcarra, who were working the ad-
joining property. He held it for three
years and did vothing with it. It was then
forfeited, by a previous administration, and
the Misses Finnerty and Whitmore taok it
up. They held it for four years without put-
ting an axe info a tree. They were re-
quired, not only to improve it, but to veside
upon it ecither themselves or through ao
agent, hnt they did neither: and in August,
1928, it was forfeited for non-compliance
with the conditions under which it was
geeured. The Misses Finnerty and Whil-
more had improvements on an adjoining
bloek. Those improveients were in exeess
of what were nevessary to comply with the
Act: but the excess of improvements was
nnt sullieient to eover block 5732, Apart
from that, they hed not earried out the reui-
denee conditions either hy themselves or
thronsh sn agzent. Henee the land was
leoally forfeitable. and it was forfeited,
after the two ladies had heen given some
werks' notice of the Department’s inten-
tinn, Tt was then thrown open for seler-
tion, unid amenw the applicants were Miss
Whitmer: {Miss Finnerty had died) and a
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man named Sykes, Bykes, after keeping
silent for some months, snid for the flrst
time, in giving evidenece before the Land
Board, that he had leased the block in ques-
tion and the two adjoining ones from the
Misses Finnerty and Whitmore with the
right of purchase. This was in Novewber
nnd the block bad been forfeited in August;
aud durtng the intervening time the De
partment had no imtimation from Bykes
that he had an interest in the land. It wus
like some of the alibis we hear of in the
Criminal {‘ourt—it was a twelfth hour de-
velopment, IL was immaterial whether
Sykes had an interest in the land or not.
If a person could prevent the forfeiture of
the land for failure to perform the condi-
tions under which it was taken up, by sim-
ply pleading that he had lately acquireld
an interest in the land, it would be an easy
matter for anyone to drive a coach and
four through the Land Aet. Fortunately,
however, the Land Aect is not so0 loosely
drawn as that. It was necessary to get
the Minister's approval to any such lease,
and even it the Minister had granted his
approval, residence by Sykes could not be
accepted as compliance with the law, as
Sykes was a proposed purchaser, and, as
sneh, his residence would not meet the re-
yuivements of the Aet. In his evidence be-
fore the Land Board the enterprising Mr.
Sykes showed that he was playing & double
purt. He stated that he had entered into
a contract tn purchase Location 5732 from
the Misses Finnerty and Whitmore, bt that
if he got it from the Board he would not
bonour his obligation tv them. So much
for Mr. Sykes consideration for the twu
ludies whose lund had been forfeited. The
Board, after considering all the applies-
tions on their merits, recommended that
the lund be granted to John Cunningham
Mr. Hall says—“John Cunningham is a
Minister's son, that a migrant was refuse’
the land, and that it is not to the credii
of the State that such things should be done.”
I have yet to learn on what grounds
Minister’s son should he disqualified from
vetting a block so long as he gets it cy
honest weuns,  And so far. Mr. Hall has
uot imputed corruption to the Land Board.
Nor ean T conceive why the mere fact thai
4 man is & migrant rives him a hetter claim
to & hlock of lund than a young man whe
was born in Western Australia. But Mr.
Hzll also considers that an injustiee was
done to the two ladies in forfeiting their
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land. Yet, in the earlier part of his speech
he denounced the Governmeni for not for-
feiting land which was held withont com-
plinnce with the provisions of the Land
Act, and he said it was egainst the inter-
ests of the State tbat this should be per-
witted,

Hon. E. H. Harris: Are there residentisl
qualifications for the successfnl applicant.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There must
he, 1t is hard to divine how a gentleman like
Mr, Tall, who is such a stickler for the oh-
servanee of the Tand Act—who tells us he
has heen ealled all sorts of names because
he reported men who were evading their re-
=ponsibilities nnder that Aet—it is hard, T
say, to divine how he could countenance the
rransparent jugeling which has bheen going
on with the hlack in question over a period
of eight years—jugpling, the real respousi-
bility for which, there is reason to believe,
did not rest primarily with the two estim-
able ladies whose names have Leen mentioned
in the discussion, hut others behind the
scenes, Mr. Mann stated in the course of
his speech that “the Premier had been asked
on many oceasions to spend seme money on
making the Busselton jefty wider. Pre-
viously he had evaded the gnestion, but dur-
ing the last eiection he definitely promssed
the people in the public hall at Puosselton
that if the Government were returned to
power that work wonld be undertaken.” In
connection with this statement, Mr, A. E.
Morgan, J.P., of Busselton, has written to
the Premier, and T have here an extract from
his letter:—

[ am the man whe asked the guestion which
was something like as follows:—*‘ Having put
the money on the estimates for the jetty, are
you going to spend it?’' Your reply as far
as I remember was, *“When I put that money
there T intended it should be spent.”” And
then went on to make a few remarks as to
Colonel Pope’s recent statemient that if he had
his way %ie would close the Bnssclton jetty
altoether.  You made it preity elear that
Colonel Pope had nothing ta do with ¢losing it,
Yon eertainly never gave any direct promise
to do any work on the jetty.

Mr. Collier savs Mr. Morgan’s statement i1s
correct, that he made no definite promise as
alleged, althongh a small amount was placed
on the estimates. The loss on the railways
has been referred to by different hon. mem-
hers and various causes have been assigned
tor it. I bave all alonz been under the im-
pression that the number of new railways

which the Commissioner of Railways has
been obliged to take over during the past few
years has contributed to the deficit on the
system. This was the experience during the
administration of the Scaddan Government
when a lengthy programme of agricultural
railways was carried out. I am not saying
this is an argnment against the continuance
of n vigorous poliey of railway building to
provide facilities for wheat-growers to mar-
ket their produce. 1Por although those rail-
ways may nof pay cven working expenses,
let alone intevest and sinking fund in the
early stages, the time is not distant when they
will do sn, and show a surplus hesides. But
T am saying it in order that those members
who are advoeating more ruilways may have
some appreciation of the temporary effeets
on the financial position following the earry-
ing out of the policy they ndvise, and
<hould moderate their critieisin aceord-
ingly. I have also been under the impres.
sion that the competition of motor traffic has
been seriously affecting the railway revenue.
With the object of getting the views of the
Commissioner of Railways on this point. T
wrote to him a few days ago, and T received
from him this morning a statement which T
will read to the Hounse:—

In reply to your memo. of the 15th instant,
the following information is sepplied and will
probably meet the case:—

Miles open in March, 1924 3,608
Miles open in Augmst, 1929 4129
521

The folowing lines have been added to the

system gsince the present Government took
officc:—
Miles.
Lakeside-White Hope (not used
sinee 12th Deecember, 1927) o2
12th Deeember, 1927) .. oo21
Busselton-Flinders Bay - .. 867
Narembeen-Merredin .. .. o3
Piawaning Extension .. .. 27
Iiake Grace-Newdepate .. .. 38
Esperonee-8almon Gums .. .. B6
Balmon Ctums-Norseman .. .. b9
Dwarda-Narrogin -~ .. .. .. 37
Jardee-Pemberton .. .. . 17
Denmark-Frankland River .. 35
Amery-Northwards .. . .. 69
Luke Brown-Bullfineh .. .. b0
539
Less  Waroonn-Lake Clifton, 17
miles;  Coolgardie - Racecourse
Siding, 1 mile .. .. .. 18
521
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The majority of the ubove lines huve been
built for the purpuse of opening up uew
areas for agriculture, and us the trasic on such
lines is necessarily light for a number of
years after comstruction, while the class of
trafiic hauled is mainly low-freighted trafiie,
such as wheut and superphosphate, it natur-
ully follows that the eost of working is con-
siderally in excess of the earnings for sume
vonsideralfle time after they are opened for
traftic, and such has been the case with the
lines in yuestion. The Lakeside-White Hope
line wus used solely for the huulage of sup-
plies to the Hampton Plains guldmiuing area
and the cartage of ore therefrowmn Jdul not in
any yearg of its use carn suffivient to pay
working expeuses.

As regarlz motor competition, in connuen
with the railways of the other Australian
States und, in fact, railway systems through
vut the world, motor ecompetition is making
serious inronds in our husiness, particularly
as regards passenger traffie, althongh the
goods bnsiness is alse suffering to a certuin
extent, ¢specially in short huul traflic,

It is recognised gemernlly that the notor
bus and lorry competitor is given an anfair
advantagre over the railways in that whereas
the railways have to provide and maintain the
whole of their permnnent way, the public roads
upon which the motor competitors run wre pro-
vided and wmnintained at the expense of the
generul taxpayer, the wuwmall lirense feey
charged them being  wholly  ineommensurate
with the damage which they ide to the roads.

tioless the railway asset, in which 22 mil-
lion pounds of the public money is expended,
is to be seriously depreciated and the tax-
payers are to be ealled upon continuously to
meet losses in working, due to this unfuir
competition, it iy imperative that aection he
taken to safeguard the country’s interest, and
in this ennnection a devizion was arrived at by
the Commissieners of the various Australian
Railways at the 1929 Tnterstate Commission-
era’ Conference, ropy of which is attached,

When the Supply Bill was recently betore
the Youse, Mr. Hamersley oave the Gov-
ernmentft some adviee. He said they most
resort to a severe eurtuilment of their ex-
penditure and public bodies will have 1o
do the =aime. [n his speech last night he
justified motor competition with the Rail-
ways on the srounds of saving to the set-
tlers and more direct transit--something
that i« draining the Treaswry chest of re-
venre. [n the past he has heen a promi-
nent advocate of agrienltural ruilways, but
he did not touch the subjert last night,
probably hecause it had already bevn dealt
with exhaustively by other speakers,

Hon. G. W. Miles: He asked for the
Brookton-Armadale line.

The CHTEF SECRETARY: Yes, I over-
locked that. Buf he had other proposals
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to subwit—dumming ot the Swau Hiver al
the Causeway to provide a monster irriga-
tion scheme: the abolition of the filter
beds and the creation of a sewnge farm—
presumably 1 Stute sewage farm-—well up
towurds the Moure river. Not enly that,
the intraiduction of bulk handling of wheat.
1 do not know what it would cost 1o dam
the Swan River and bring this irrigation
scheme into being, but it seems to me the
dam itsell would involve about treble the
expenditure which was involveld in the con-
siruetion oi the Mundaring weiv. With re-
sard to the sewage farmn, it is heyond my
ahility to tovmm even an approximate esfi-
mite of the cost. But, as an old time en-
thusiastic advoente of bulk handling of
wheat, | tock a particular interest in the
proposal which was submitied to the Seai-
dan Giovernment many years ago. I had
a lengthy  interview  with the  zentlemun
who formulated the scheme, and, as a Te-
sult of probing investigation, [ eame to the
conclusion  that the installation of balk
handling in Western Australian would run
intfo millions of money.

Hon, \. Lovekin: We have proved thag
in this Honuse.

The CHTEF SKCRETARY : If this is a
time—as Mr. Hamersley savs it is a time
—~when the (Government must resort to a
severe curtailment of their expenditure, T
do not think it would be wise to consider
seriously just now any of the three pro-
positions submitted by Mr. Hamerlsey for
the consideration of Cabinet. Mr, Yelland's
finaneial eritieisms are such as will not bear
examination. He compares the revenue re-
ceived hy the Mitchell Government with
that received hv the Collier Government,
and =ays that Jast vear we handled two
millions more than did onr predecessor in
his last year of affice. That statement max
he correct, hut it proves nothing. Every
railwny opened and every public work in
operation means increased revenue, but at
the sume time corresponding expenditure, or
oven expenditure in exeess of revenite. And
no fewer than iwelve ratlwavs have been
opened sinee the present Government have
been in power. The Metropolitan water
supply and seweraee rates have been in-
vreased <inee 1024, tlie population of the
metrupolitan area has inereased hy over
20,000, and the revenue from that source
has consqnently orown enormonsty, but the
vxpenditnre  has  necessarily grown also.
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Then there have been the Disability grants
whiel could not be used for ovdinary pur-
poses, but had to be spent in a speeial way.
The addition to the population of Western
Australin of 52,000 in that pericd means
inerensed revenue which has to bhe disbursed
to meet the needs of the larger namber of
pecple. 1t the revenue did not inerease, how
would the Government meet the interest on
the loan expenditure daring that period, and
the sinking fund confribintion as well 7 As 2
matter of faet, everv extension of Govern-
ment activities, every pablie work earrmed
out, every uftility swpplied, every facility
provided—with a few exeeptions—-spells in-
crease of revenue, with, a1~ 1 have said be-
Tore, nnavoidable expenditure to earn that
revenune, It is fallaciuns to argue that the
amount of revenune handled by a Governmeni
i+ any gnide in determining whether the
finnnees are wisely administered or not. A
zood deal of ground has been covered in the
debate. We have had discussions not only
on State yuestions, but on matters of Com-
monwealth respousibility, though it must he
admitied these snbjects have an important
bearing on the interests of the State. The
effocts of the operation of a high Tariff have
heen emphasised; unemployment has re-
~ajved attention, not with the ohject of
censuring the Government, but with a view
to aseertaining its causes, and of seeking a
remedy for the position whieh bas avisen.
Some of these speeches showed that the
speakers had devoted earnest study to their
subjects, and that the opinions cxpressed
weare the oufeoma of careful thousht. Tn my
reply I have endeavoured to deal with some
=tatements which it seemed to me should be
answered, and to supply information which
was readily at hand. Theie are other mut-
ters which could not be treated except after
a decision by Cabinet, and of course I have
had to omit them from my reply. On the
whole the addresses have been conevived in
a fair spirit, and the bulk of the eriticisns
has heen ~ueh as might ke expeeted as a2 ro-
sult of a diversity of opinion, only to he ex-
pected where free expression is given to each
individunl view,

THE PRESIDENT: Refore putting the
motion, [ Teel that I would be lacking in
avaciousness if T did not thank hon, mem-
hers for their all too fnttering remarks con-
verning what I tried to do whilst in Great
Britain. T wounld like to say that in my
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opirion Western Australiz has a wmost ex-
cellent representative in London in the per-
son of Mr. Angwin. He bas a very difficult
task to perform, but notwithstanding that
he is rendering valuable serviee of which
probably the people in Western Australia
know little or nothing. He is indefatigable
in the discharge of his duties; he is tireless
in furthering the interesis of the State; he
is alvo taetfu) in bis dealings with the many
busine-s and tinancial men with whom he is
brought inte daily contact, and he is uni-
versally well liked. Tt was but in aceordance
with my simple duties as a citizen, and also
as a public wan, to avail myself of any op-
portunity that narose to assist in keeping
Western Austrnlia before the public as a
progreseive and prosperous part of the Em-
pire, a part of ihe Empire that I may say
[ sineerely bhelieve offers better secope for
persons with energy, and capital to expend,
than any other part of the world, I was
pleased to have opportunities to do what I
did. [ am geateful that my efforts have been
appreciated by hon. members, and thank
them for expressing their appreciation of
{hem.

Question put and passed; the Address-in-
reply adaopted.
The (HHIE}¥ SECRETARY: I move—

That the Address-in-reply he presemted to
His Excellency the Governor by the Preaident
and such members as may desire to aceom-
pany him,

Question put and passed.

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.

1, Industries Assistance Act Continuance.
2, Transfer of Land Act Amendment.

3, Water Boards Act Amendment.

4, Stamp Act Amendment.

Received from the Assembly.

MOTION—COMMISSIONER OF EBATL-
WAYS.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (llon. J. M.
Drew—~Central) [9.36]: I move—

That the appointment by Iis Excellency the
Governor of Mr. Erncst Alfred Evans as
Commissioner of Railways, at n salary of
£2,000 a year, in the terms of Executive Coun-
cil minute laid on the Table of the Legisla-
tive Council on the Ath Auguat, 1929, be ap-
proved.
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There should be no need for me to speak at
any length in justification of this appoint-
ment. Mr. Evans is known to most mem-
bers ax well as, if not better than, he is to
me. He has been connected with the Rail-
way Department of this State for 32 years,
and his official career is an open book to
the people of Western Australia. Tt is
hardly necessary to say that his record is
one of strennous devotion to duty—duty
faithfully and elficiently performed.  His
career has bheen one of nniform excellenee,
and meritorious advancement. He served
his time as an apprentice to Messrs, Me-
Kenzie and Holland, mechanical engineers,
of Worcester, after which he remained in
the employment of the firm for five vears
before resigning to join the New South
Wales railways. He quitted that serviee to
represenl Messrs, MeKenzie & Holland in
Western Australia, and after abowt two
years with his old lirm, he accepted sn ap-
pointment with the Western Australian Gov-
cronment Railway= in 1897, In suecession he
oecnpied the posts of Iiterfoeking Engineer,
Loco. Manager, Manager of the Government
Railway Worksheps, aud Chief Mechanical
engineer.  Kor xome years, in addition to
his other duties, he had charge of all
railway cases in the Arbitration Court. On
various vecasions, during the time Colonel
Pope was Comumissioner, Mr. Evans relievad
him of his duties, and, for some months be-
fore the Colonel resigned, the whole respon-
sibilty for managing the railways was on
the new (ommissioner’s shoulders. I am
informed that he proved equal to the re-
sponsibility in every way. When Colonel
Pope sent in bis resignation, applications
for the vacancy were called throughout the
Commonwealth.  Sitxy-five persons ap-
plied, among them the Acting Commis-
sioner, The Government selected Mr. Evans
for the post, Lecanse they regarded him as
the best applicant offerinz. They were
pleased that they could do so—pleased that
a man in the service had proved himself
the best in the ruoning. During his 32
years' service he bas shown himself a strong
and +apable administrator and, in his new
position, he will have an udvantage over
many ot his predecessors, in fact I cau say
over all his predecessors, owing to the pro-
fessional knowledge he has of an important
seetion of his department. This will be
tealised when 1 say that the engineer-
inz hranches are responsible for nearly two-
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thirds of the railway expenditure, and an
intellivent control over that expenditure
should o much to produce satisfactory fin-
aneial resudis.

HON. J. NICHOLSON Metropolitan)
(9.2 :1 de~ire to add a few words tv what
the Leader of the llouse has said on the
motivn hefore us. I do o berause on the
Addvess-in-reply 1 offered sume suggestions
--probably they may he termed eriticisms
—with regard to the management of the
railways, but I did not direet thew in any
way against Mr. Evans or the managemen?,
Indeed I lve the hiphest opinion of Mr.
Evans aud 1 believe the (iovernment have
reason fo rejoice at having hod the good for-
tnue to secure his services, He enters the
new position equipped with a very wide
experience that 1 am sure will be of the
greatest benefit to the service. The respon-
ibility he has undertaken is undoubtedly a
great one. While | offered some suggestions,
i did so with the desire of assisting the
mabugement believing that the experience of
other concerns could be applied to the rail-
ways with benefit., No one in charge of a
great organisation such as our Railway De-
purtwent can feel comfortable so long as
the system is being conducted at a loss. The
natural desire would be to see the service
vpernting successfully and at a profit. It the
new Commissioner ean achieve that object,
he will have done sowething that will bring
the greatest gratification and pride to him
awl the pgreatest satisfaction to all sections
of the community. 1 feel sure that Mr.
Evans will enter upon his new duties with
the best wishes of all, and 1 have pleasure
in suppurting the motion,

HON. V. HAMERSLEY |East) [5.47]:
L have pleasure in supporting the motion.
In Mr., Evans we huve a courteous gentle-
man, who knows the railways and wil] prove
# most capable Commissioner. I do not
kuow that | cun =ay mueh about his ability
to make a saceeess of the concern he will
manape, but will not control. My sympathy
goex out to him, for whilst doing his utmost
it will e impossible for him to make a
sueeess of the railways because of the con-
trol from behind, or those methods of con-
trol under which he has to work the rail-
ways. Railways in other parts of the
world are not subjected to such methods.
I refer not so much to the control as to
the interference that has been mentioned
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durlny the Address-in-reply whereby cer-
tain conditions are imposed upon the Com-
missioner in the execution of his duty. I
teel that Mr. Evans will do bis best in the
circumstances, and that no one is better fit-
ted for the job than he.

BEON A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
[947]: L bave known Mr. Evans sinee he
came to the State and have closely watchea
his carcer. The Government have made a
goodly choice in selecting him for the post
of Commissioner. 1 hope they will give
him every opportunity to justify the posi-
tivn he has aceepted, the opportunity to
rednee bis working eosls even at the ex-
penditure of o little extra capitul. Un the
Kalgoarlie xpress two engines are often
running, whereas in Bouth Anstralia and
in KBngland super-heated engines are used,
one of which will do the work of two of
the others.

Hon. J. Ewing: Thex bave them here,
too.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: In that way ex-
penditure can be reduced, for these engines
will haul twice the goods traffie that any
other engine will haul. [ hope Mr. Evans
will be allowed to reduce expenditure so
that the railways may be made to pay. Im
Engiund and on the Continent peopie can
transfer goods to a Railway Department
which will deliver them at the other end,
whether the goods have to pass through a
ship, another railway, or a e¢anal. Wher-
ever they go railways take possession of
the gopds and deliver them.  The State
steamers could be made use of in the same
way. It ought to be possible to consign
zoods fromm Perth, York or any other centre
to Port Hedlund or Marble Bar on the one
hill of lading or ticket, and the expense of
four or five handlings and four or five
agents saved to the person despatching
them. We already have evidence of what
ean he done if the Government will loosen
their purse strings.

Hon. (i, W. Miles:
grades,

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: We now have bhet-
ter earriages on the Kalgoorlie line. The
others were a disgrace to the service. The
new ones afford some evidence of what has
been done by the present Commissioner.
T hope the Government will carry their
choice to its logiecal coneclusion by giving
Mr. Evans the opportunity to justify the

And rednee the
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appuintment be bas gecepted. 1 support
the motion.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [9.50]:
| bave known Mr. Evans for many years,
and have the greatest pleasure in support-
ing bis appointment from the faet that 1
aw an old railway man. \When 1 was in
the seivice I saw a good deal of the work
Mr. Evuans was deing, especially in the
direction ol managing the Midland Rail-
way workshops. Considerable improvement
hug taken place in the hauling power of
vur locomotives during the last few years,
not ¢nly as a result of the introduection of
super beating, but as a result of keeping
the boilers up to a high state of efficiency.
We now have a very much higher working
eficiency in the railways. Mr. Evans
hrings to the position of Commissioner the
great advantage of having been an engin-
eering man., Those who have studied the
history of railway workings in other parts
of the world must realise that the most
successtul presidents or managers of rail-
way eompanies have been those who have
graduated on the engineering side. Regrad-
ing has been part of the poliey of the Gov-
ernment for the past four or five years.
Considernble economies have been effected,
especially in the conveyance of trainloads
hetween Northam and Perth over that pac-
ticularly heavy section. This has been
brought about by the policy of regrading
whieh was recently carried ont. I feel sure
that the scientific experiments in which Mr.
Evan: has heen engaged, and is still en-
raged, particalarly with regard to obtain-
ing the highest eiticiency from the fuel that
is used, will be effective in future ecomo-
mies in the service. The policy of the Gov-
ernment in promoting an officer who has
grown up in the service will, T am sure,
meet with the approbation of the rank and
tile. They will feel. as a result of this re-
coznition of native ability within the rer-
vice, that an incentive is offered to every
man to make an effort to qualify for a
higher position. I am indeed glad to en-
florse the remarks of the previoms spezk-
ers,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.55 p.m.



